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Samenvatting

Er zijn zoveel problemen op de planeet. Oorlogen, milieuvervuiling, misdaad, armoede. Ze zijn tot nu toe 

volkomen onoplosbaar gebleken. Dat komt door de werking van het geldsysteem. Het werkt eigenlijk gewoon 

heel slecht. Oneerlijk. Het leidt tot misbruik en wangedrag. Logisch ook, als je concurrentie en de wil tot 
groeien als uitgangspunt neemt.

Een alternatief systeem voor het kapitalisme is de kleureneconomie. We gaan uit van samenwerking. We 
willen op zoek naar evenwicht en balans. Daarvoor is het nodig dat we alles zoveel mogelijk recyclen. Het is 

nodig bewust met energie om te gaan. Om al deze doelen te bereiken is een nieuwe geld-eenheid ontworpen, 
die bestaat uit een stelsel van drie munten: rood, groen en blauw (RGB). Deze kleuren zijn bekend als de drie 

hoofdkleuren van het licht, zoals ze worden gebruikt in computerschermen en op websites.
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Met deze drie kleuren drukken we de waarde van dingen voortaan uit. Rood staat voor energie. Groen staat 
voor alles wat wordt gerecycled. Blauw is alles wat niet wordt gerecycled. Het is de bedoeling dat de mensen 

leren het onderscheid tussen deze drie te maken in hun hoofd en in hun gedrag. Om dat de bereiken, moet het 
onderscheid ook in het systeem zitten. Daarom mag je nooit verschillende kleuren bij elkaar optellen.

De waarde van Rood 1 is vastgelegd als de hoeveelheid energie in 100 gram zonnebloemolie. Dat komt 
overeen met 3400 kJ of 810 kCal. Ook groen en blauw, de kleuren die hoeveelheden materiaal aangeven, zijn 

gebaseerd op deze hoeveelheid van 100 gram. 

We werken alleen met eenvoudige breuken van 1/8. Tellen achter de komma, zoals in het decimale systeem is 

overbodig ingewikkeld. Voor voedingsmiddelen en brandstoffen is een schaalverdeling gemaakt op basis van 

de hoeveelheid energie die in het product zit. Dit is een uitstekend uitgangspunt voor een eenvoudige 

prijslijst. Doordat de eenheid duidelijk is vastgelegd worden complexe economische problemen zoals inflatie 

voorkomen. Vanzelfsprekend is rente onmogelijk.

In het systeem van kleureneconomie is het in theorie mogelijk om internationaal te handelen, maar vanwege 

de transportkosten is lokale productie een stuk gunstiger. Dit betekent dat kleureneconomie de basis kan zijn 
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voor een regionaal georiënteerde economie. Ook kan kleureneconomie dienen als aanvulling op het bestaande 

gebruik van geld. 
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Inleiding

Het huidige geldsysteem is oneerlijk, onlogisch, tegennatuurlijk en instabiel. Samen met de gebruiker, de 
mens, is het verantwoordelijk voor de betreurenswaardige toestand van de planeet en haar bewoners. Eerdere 

pogingen om het geldsysteem een beetje aan te passen hebben de tekortkomingen niet weg kunnen nemen. 

De veranderingen hebben wel invloed maar ze hebben geen breder effect: het is maar een klein palletje in een 

grote mallemolen. 

Een ingrijpende ecotax op energie is al jaren geleden voorgesteld. Het lijkt mooi, maar een flinke ecotax zal 

ervoor zorgen dat het toch al wankele kaartenhuis vrij snel omvalt. De economie is gewoon te onstabiel om 

een echte verandering door te voeren. Het aanpassen van de economie aan de eisen van duurzaamheid is dus 

onbegonnen werk. 

Een compleet herontwerp van het geldsysteem en de bijbehorende machtspolitieke structuur is de enige 

denkbare oplossing uit de voortdurende gijzeling van de mensheid door zijn eigen portemonnee. 

We weten nu al jaren dat we in moeten grijpen om onze toekomst veilig te stellen. Het lukt maar niet, om de 

eenvoudige reden dat we dan morgen al in de problemen zouden komen. De politici, door ons aangesteld om 

onze problemen op te lossen, wachten af met de handen in het haar. Met zijn allen machteloos, omdat het in 

een wereld van concurrentie niet mogelijk is om samen de problemen op te lossen. We strijden tegen elkaar. 
Alles en iedereen is daarvan de dupe. De voorbeelden staan dagelijks in de krant. Mensen denken vaak dat 

het concurrentiemodel het best denkbare systeem is. In dit boek kan je lezen dat een heel ander systeem 

denkbaar is en hoe dat precies kan werken.

Niet alleen onze geest zit vol met achterhaalde regels, maar ook het juridisch systeem. Een enkele afspraak 

over pakweg het stoppen van genetische manipulatie strandt direct door de reeds getekende contracten met 

de World Trade Organisation. Het is niet toegestaan om op grond van de productiemethode producten te 

weren: alleen het product zelf zou geweerd kunnen worden. 

Met een scala aan dit soort regels zijn we beland in een wereld waarin geld en producten vrij over de wereld 

kunnen worden bewogen. Zij zijn daarin vrijer dan wij, de mens. Wij mensen kunnen in principe niet vrij 

bewegen over de wereld, tenzij je een uitzondering bent – een toerist die geld komt brengen. Ook een nieuwe 

bewoner van een land is net zo welkom als de dikte van zijn portemonnee.

Ondertussen word de basis van de financiële wereld, de dollar, steeds zwakker. Amerika leent teveel. 

Analisten voorspellen een crash binnen enkele jaren. Anderen zeggen dat deze allang begonnen is. Het 

inzakken van de dollar-euro-yen economie is heel vervelend voor de direct getroffenen, maar biedt extra 
mogelijkheden voor de toekomst. Zolang we nog bezig zijn met braaf geld verdienen en televisie kijken, 

hebben we geen energie om op een andere manier te gaan leven. We zijn gewoon te lui en te vet, te verwend. 
Symbolisch gezegd: op voedselrijke grond komen alleen maar brandnetels voor.

Dit boek biedt een alternatief. Na publicatie hoop ik dat er genoeg mensen opstaan die zich aansluiten. Dat is 
vrij eenvoudig want u kunt dat in uw buurt zelf regelen. De essentie is dat u er niemand voor nodig heeft die 

zijn goedkeuring moet komen geven. Ook de schrijver van dit boek kunt u met boek en al aan de kant zetten. 
Geef op uw eigen manier invulling geven aan het leven. Enjoy!

De omwenteling kan en zal alleen beginnen met het verbouwen van voedsel. Dat kan zijn op het balkon van 
een flatje, dat kan zijn op een landgoed van een aantal hectare. Het enige dat nodig is, is het land en de mens 

die het bewerkt. Geniet van de dagelijkse kost van het eigen land. Als u vezels teelt zoals vlas, hennep of 

5



katoen kunt u eigen kleding maken. Wol en leer zijn er natuurlijk ook. Mensen zullen weer zelf werken op het 

land en de smaak der seizoenen proeven. Dieren worden weer gehouden zoals ze het best gehouden kunnen 
worden. Reizen kost weer tijd, tijd om te genieten. Wie weet nog wat haast is ? Hoe mooi is het leven zonder 

GSM ?

Deze omslag is eigenlijk alleen geschikt voor wie de elementen al in zijn eigen bewustzijn heeft geaccepteerd. 

Als u dat niet heeft, dan bent u nu waarschijnlijk al gestopt met lezen. Laat ik proberen me in u te 
verplaatsen. 

Als u gelooft in het geblaat van media en politici, beleggen en groeien, dan is het moeilijk een andere 
denktrant aan de leren. Het is de wereld op zijn kop. Het is alsof je een gelovige zou vragen atheïst te worden: 

een onbegonnen zaak. Daarom lukt het de politici ook niet om de problemen op te lossen: ze kunnen niet 

denken buiten hun denkkader. Maar je kan problemen niet oplossen op hetzelfde bewustzijnsniveau dat ze 

heeft veroorzaakt. Dat zei Albert Einstein. Dagelijks zien we dat het klopt.

U staat dus voor een keuze. Wachten op de crash met het risico uw baan, uw huis en uw pensioen te verliezen. 

Dan kunt u altijd alsnog overstappen op Rainbow Trading. Of u kiest ervoor om vandaag op te staan en 

iedereen duidelijk te maken dat de omslag daar is. 

Van Darwin's evolutieleer is bekend dat geen van zijn tegenstanders ooit is overgelopen. Zijn werk had echter 

wel degelijk invloed. Nieuwe generaties zijn opgegroeid onder zijn invloed en kregen met de paplepel de 

moderne kijk op het leven mee. Anderen, uit conservatievere nesten, werd die invloed onthouden en zo kwam 

het dat er nog steeds enkele volhouders zijn dat Darwin geen gelijk had en de mens dankzij God is ontstaan. 

Destijds duurde het een jaar of honderd voor de nieuwe standpunten goed en wel waren overgenomen. Zal 
het ditmaal sneller gaan?

Opbouw van dit boek

Eerst neem ik u mee op reis in mijn verleden. Niet omdat de schrijver zo belangrijk is. We doorlopen samen 

de stappen die ons bij de nieuwe wereld brengen. Ik laat u eenvoudige ontdekkingen zien, dingen die u ieder 
ook best heeft ontdekt. Het enige nieuwe is het verband tussen dingen die afzonderlijk allang bekend zijn. Een 

belangrijke rol is weggelegd voor de Visie van Enschede, een document uit begin jaren '90, geschreven door 
een groep jongeren voor de duurzame toekomst van de stad in 2050. Eigenlijk geeft deze visie precies aan 

waar het naartoe zou kunnen gaan: de duurzame stad in een duurzame wereld. Rainbow Trading is slechts 

een manier om dat doel te bereiken. 

Het tweede deel omvat de kern van Rainbow Trading. Het gaat om zowel de speciale geldeenheid als het 

aangepaste spel. Het economisch model van de bedrijfskolom vervangen we door een alternatief uit de 

biologie: de cyclus. De strijd-mentaliteit uit de concurrentie-economie vervangen we door het principe van 

samenwerking. Ook komt er een duidelijke definitie van onze geldeenheid. Net als de afstand, tijd en gewicht 

hoort ook waarde netjes vastgelegd te zijn. Dat staat dus allemaal in deel 2.

In het derde deel gaan we kijken naar de buren van Rainbow Trading. Welke alternatieven zijn er eigenlijk al? 

In hoeverre komen deze overeen? Dit deel is helaas maar kort - het zou eigenlijk weer geactualiseerd moeten 
worden voor 2008.

Ook zijn er andere praktische onderwerpen waar veel vragen over kwamen. Hoe het zit met dingen die we nu 
kennen in de economie ? Wat gebeurt er met de belastingen, met werklozen? Hoe zijn de mogelijkheden voor 

internationale handel? Wat zijn de overeenkomsten en wat zijn de verschillen? In het vierde deel komen 

6



worden dit soort onderwerpen van A tot Z nader toegelicht. 

Waar it om gaat bij Rainbow Trading ? Dat zit 'm bij u, de lezer. Dit boek is er niet alleen om gezellig door te 
bladeren op een regenachtige zondag. Het is er als steuntje bij het afleren van een collectieve hersenstoornis: 

het streven naar voortdurende economische groei in een wereld van concurrentie, strijd en angst. Laten we 
ons opmaken voor een wereld van samenwerking, liefde en plezier.

Enjoy!

Dankwoord

De afgelopen jaren heb ik veel steun gehad van talloze mensen. In het begin waren er de jongeren van JP Doe 
uit Enschede. De tekst die we met zijn allen maakten, is in zijn geheel en ongewijzigd opgenomen in dit boek. 

Richard & Richard, Jelmer, Roeland, Joris, Aleid, Norbert en alle anderen heel erg bedankt voor de 
spannende tijd.

Toen ik naar Utrecht verhuisde viel de groep uit elkaar. Mascha, Ying, Lex en Yu-Mei hebben me toen aan de 
gang gehouden. Tien jaar geleden, in mijn afstudeerjaar 1996, zat ik zoveel ik kon te puzzelen. Een oplossing 

van deze puzzel heeft u nu in handen. Het hangertje dat ik van Mascha kreeg was belangrijk, want dat bevatte 

de sleutel tot de oplossing.

Ook de collega's van Netland ben ik veel dank verschuldigd. Ze leerden mij veel over het bouwen van 

websites. Neem mijn advies: begin geen website over een onderwerp dat je zelf bedenkt want dat is echt veel 

te moeilijk! Ron, Pim, Perry, Emer en Bart bedankt voor jullie inzet en geduld.

Na de tijd bij Netland kwamen mijn ideeen in een rust-fase. Pas een aantal jaren terug, dankzij Suzanne, 

kwamen ze weer uit het stof. Bij Emma in Utrecht en De Kleine Aarde in Boxtel mochten we komen 

presenteren. Leonard, Floris, Joost en Jan en alle andere gasten, hartelijk dank voor jullie reacties.

Ook dit laatste jaar is er nog veel gebeurd. Suzanne heb ik wel 1000 keer gevraagd “even te kijken”. Jelle 

Hoogland heeft de eindcontrole verzorgd. Als er nog fouten in zitten dan heb ik die gemaakt nadat hij de tekst 

heeft gecorrigeerd! 

Jelle en Suus, helemaal top!

Bar
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Part 1. Origin

An obstacle to development

I wanted to write this book a long time ago, but I never got round to it. I thought I didn't have the time… This 

is what happens when you have "a job". You have to make ends meet, make money for "every-day" needs, to 
do "fun stuff". To earn all this money I too have to work. So you don't have time to do what you wanted to do 

years ago.

A friend of mine has his own company. Often working till 7 or 8 pm and then off to the tennis court. One day 

he was at the tennis club with his wife and son. His son had entered the court with street shoes, something 

that was and is prohibited. His father was proud. I could tell he thought it was great to see his son grow up. 

And that he, as a matter of fact, had too little time to see his child grow up.

One sunny afternoon he collapsed in the middle of town. The hospital doctor diagnosed epilepsy. And it was 

time to down shift. De car was traded in for a bicycle, the tennis court for the living room. I only saw him on 

the odd occasion after that, but I do know he's at least just as happy as before. A lower gear, a gentler speed.

I've been working in the Internet industry for years. The rise of this medium, somewhere at the end of the 

nineties, was explained very simple in the industry: 30% of Internet traffic is pornography. The expensive 

connections wouldn't be profitable if it weren't for the demand of pornography.

What about the supply? Considering the number of models on offer, you would almost be amazed to find a 

woman who hasn't sold her body yet. The origin of this enigma is easily explained. You can easily see that the 

hotel rooms are in another part of the world, another continent, by the cheap wallpaper. Lots of girls from 

Eastern Europe, Ukraine and Biella Russia find their way, often digitally, to the Western-European and U.S. 
sex industries.

This without mentioning the sex tourism. Thousands of horny men go to the Far East to be "served" by 
children. And, closer to home, in Rotterdam, they just closed de Keileweg, noted area for drugs prostitution.

Drugs are a plague for the mind. Often these drugs are cultivated by poor farmers in South America, 
smuggled by people who don't have any chances up to their ears in debt who spend many long years behind 

bars when arrested. And the mafia gets very very rich…

If you aren't satisfied yet by all this bad news, here's just one more story. The mill here in Maassluis, a small 

city in the industrial area of Rotterdam , sells delicious cake-meal. Even though the stuff contains a lot of 
sugar, our family uses it on regular bases. The woman who sells the flour told me that it all comes from our 

the neighboring town, Vlaardingen. The mill in Maassluis can't be used. That is to say, it can turn, but can't be 

used for milling. They have added so many rules and regulations; it's just no fun any more to mill, the woman 

told me. The wheel has been declared "unfit". A shame really, because the mill is a windmill, it works when 

there is wind… for free. But it turns idle. Pure waste.

There are many branches in the industry that suffer from an abundance of rules and regulations. And what is 
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the use of all these rules? To guide the economic process, to prevent usurers and clumsy oafs from running 

mills they can't operate. Because our daily bread could contain little stones so the people might have to go to 
the dentist because there was a little piece of stone in their bread. Instead the rules and regulations created 

mills that turn but don't work. 

Every one of these anecdotes has the same, typically human motivation. Making money. If there was no 

money to be made, the people in the examples would have made other choices, or rather, they would have had 
another option. If people would not follow the path of money, politicians and lawmakers would have made 

other choices. So we make the world to make money of it. As a result we live to make money and everything 

has to make way to make money as well.

In my own life it's not different. The things you do for money's sake, you'd prefer not to do if you weren't paid 

to do them. This doesn't mean you're good or bad, or that money is good or bad, because it just isn't that 

simple. I'm only trying to illustrate that, what we consider the most normal thing in the world, in fact has an 

abnormal cause.

What leads us to place such a high value on money? What intrinsic value does money have? I will try to 

answer some of these questions in the next chapters. Or rather, I will do my e utmost to kick the last cripple 

leg from under the monetary system… trust. Even though some of my friends told me the Euro already did 
that. The Euro comes in handy when we go on holiday, but other than that we have been fooled.

Whether it's called Euro, guilder or neo-capitalist market economy, I don't trust it very much. To show you 

exactly WHY I don't trust it, I will take you on a trip through my life, a cruise down memory lane if you will. 

You will also see why I propose an alternative option. It's easy enough to moan and groan, but to propose a 
solution is another matter. It has taken me 33 years.
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Child of the times

When I was a boy I had a strong intuition. My only mistake was thinking I was smart. But it was only the 
contact with my own "inner self" that gave me the correct answers. Many years later I would find that out. For 

the time being I am still in primary school and my class mates call me "professor". I was obnoxious and I used 

to think to have the right answer to every question. This is irritating, whether the answer is correct or not. I 

haven't changed much in this respect, but you will find that out soon enough.

I changed school when I was in third grade. From now on I went to a Montessori school. There I could set my 

own, rather fast pace with the school subjects and I didn't have to wait for the slower students any longer. 

This school is where I have my first memory about money. I was used to listening to myself to find answers. 

And especially in arithmetic I was a star. There were other, smarter kids. There were always other boys or 

girls, even from another group who had higher marks with greater ease. I got the answers by listening to 
myself. Half a second is / was enough to know the answer.

In the same intuitive manner we had a conversation with a group of children about adults. It was around the 

year 1984 and I think it was Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers who implemented some drastic measures.

We children came to the simple conclusion: 

Adults do anything for money

 and money only.

We thought you couldn't eat money and that the world was a lot more important than money. However, in 

the eighties, the world was changing. It was the era of the Young Urban Professionals, the era in which people 
loved getting rich, the epoch of Veronica with their nice girls, big cars and expensive suits. The arrival of the 

CD player was a mayor revolution and brought us into the so-called digital era. We had a computer at school, 
a Commodore 64. The thing had hardly any memory, not even one thousandth of an mp3-player kids use 

nowadays. To load a game you had to insert a cassette which transmitted a code by means of an endless series 
of beeps to a brown case we called "the bread box". Al these technological developments came into being 

through enormous investments from powerful stockholders.

Nonetheless, those early pioneers tinkered lonely and not understood in their garages with primitive 

equipment. Only when there was real money to be made , computers took off.  And now, you and I and the 

whole world are connected via cables and wires. 

Even then, at the age of 11, I had an image of myself : 

One day, right now I don't know what exactly, I'll do something really 

important with that money
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It was a very strong sensation after we discovered that adults are only occupied with money and destroyed 

everything for money. When I see a picture of myself from then, I see a self righteous punk that had all the 
answers, even more so than me years later.

Some years later, in the eighties, I went to high school. First in Amersfoort in the center of the Netherlands, 
but two years later we moved to the South of the country, where my crib had been. All this had to do with my 

father's job.

My father worked as an accountant for a record company which was part of the huge Philips-concern. Philips 

had to make records as well, in order to ensure the sale of turn tables, and that is why Philips had a record-
emporium.

My father worked as supervisor on a division which had to do with money, accounting. My mother also 
worked in accounting. My sister and I passed by her office quite often, as it was near to our school. You could 

see how numbers were added horizontally and vertically. When the totals of the totals matched, the scheme 

was right and another page was booked. It looked difficult, but I got the idea.

Anyway, my father had been working for this record company for some years and things weren't exactly going 

great. Of course, he was just as hard headed as I was, and so he wasn't mister popular with his superiors. 

Looking for another job he ended up in a construction company in the southern part of Holland. For one year 

he commuted daily about 150 kilometers by car, before we moved house.

Being the son of two economists I spent my puberty in a small village in the south. I was the only one in the 

household with a knack for technology. Even though my sister had a better grasp of things like, e.g. electricity 

than both my parents put together, I remember that I always had to figure out the handy work myself. 

Compared to other boys who had a handy man for a father and the necessary tools, I was almost crippled. My 

sister, two years older than I am, eventually chose the familiar path of economics. Luckily she had some 
brochures from the TU in Eindhoven, and that is where I got my inspiration. Economics were something for 

wussies I thought and I wanted to study something really technical. Where else could I go with my knack for 

maths? OK, I was one of the few students who had taken the 

subjects "economics 1 and 2", but this had more to do with the 

fact I thought these subjects were easier than anything else. I 

got the jargon fed into me with my mother's milk, as it were. 

The typical economical thinking wasn't a problem for me, 

even though I had some questions about the vagueness of 

economic theories.

There was, for instance, that story about inflation. One of my 
mates and I thought this inflation was a load of crap. How 

could money lose its value from one day to the next?

We had an answer to this: It was this easy; Money has no 

intrinsic value. It's only worth what the fool will pay for it 
(breads, milk, a house…)

One day people are a bit less crazy and find out that money is worth less and milk a bit more. We split our 
sides with all the silliness of the economic system and the amateurism they tried to describe their models. 

And our teacher said:

These are simplifications because the real models are way too complicated to 

teach in this school.

We weren't impressed, because in Mathematics and Physics we had to deal with matters that were a lot more 
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complicated, like sinuses, exponential functions and calculus. You could say a lot more with those…

My neighbor and I had the following image. These economists are just unlucky so-and-sos for whom real 

mathematics are just too difficult and therefore went to study economics. And this poor teacher couldn't get a 
real job in the industry, she didn't know how to divide 15 by three. She didn't know whether you had to put 

the 15 on top and the 3 below or the other way round.

As it turned out there was a "real" and serious branch within economics, a section where they could do the 

math's. Econometrics it was called. The boys and girls end up in clubs where they are used as assistants to 
calculate political models. In fact this is even worse: you know your maths and economics and you let yourself 

be dictated by political ignoramuses who barely know anything about either one. You only went to study law 
if you couldn't do maths or economics, I thought. And that is why lawyers are the ones who complicate life for 

the rest of us so much. They tie us to a set of rules that, together with the pressure of the bank, can make life 

really hard.

I have to admit that back then I hadn't woken up to the fact that all those people who thought up those rules 

and took those shortsighted decisions only did it because they had no choice in the matter. They too have 

wives, children and mortgages. So, who is it that can afford to shout "No, That never!" and bang their fist on 

the table? Correct. The unemployed and people who are on the outside of society. And no, not even them, 

because looking for a job is a full time occupation these days with the same pressures as a real day-job. You 

have to enroll everywhere, fill out an enormous amount of forms, show them that you have a bank account… 

All this before you see one cent! I was employed again by that time… and had been for a long time.

But I was one of the more fortunate that could afford to study. My parents had budgeted wisely and my father 

had a nice income and with that he could afford to have us study. This was important for him, because he 
never had had the chance to do the same.

Grandpa was a factory worker. Plodding on, early up every morning, heavy labor in the rubber industry… 

Dangerous work at that. It cost him half his hand. The work had to go on. Moonlighting in gardens… The 
three sons were bright enough, but not a hope to send them to university. If you wanted to study, you had to 

work your way through college.  I don't really know how my uncles did it, but father became an accountant. 

So a full time job from the time he was 18 and study at night for about ten years until you're done.

Meanwhile you get children. No real choice, little time, because the children have to be able to study when 

they grow up, give them the choice he never had. A noble goal that nevertheless wasn't always understood. 
Because when you're 5 you go to bed at half past seven. And daddy has only been home for about an hour at 

that time. Daddy didn't have the choice or he had already made his choices.

I myself was able to go to college and I chose IT. I didn't know anything about it, but that didn't matter, that is 
exactly why you study, to learn… It was the year 1990 by now and some families had a computer at home. My 

father had thought me that those weren't the "real computers" but how and why… I didn't have a clue.
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I chose IT for one reason really… It was somewhere between maths, 
economics and electronics and you could always decide which direction to 

take later on. At least that was the official reason I gave when asked. Inside 
of me I only knew it had something to do with computers, and computers 

were the novelty of the time. It was the only reason I ever needed.

It's strange how the most important decisions in life are taken on a whim. 
This would happen to me many a time. Girlfriends, houses, jobs… I don't 

have it in me to really think those things through. I only think up reasons 
afterwards to apologize as it were for a decision I took on a whim.

And so I ended up in the University of Twente, because it has a nice park 
with student lodgings close to the auditoriums. I had seen the University of 

Eindhoven but I didn't like it because it was a concrete giant in the heart of town. Delft surely wasn't anything 

but concrete as well, and years later it turned out that I was right. My friends went to Eindhoven because it 

was closer to home. This way they could still live at home the first year and later they would decide what to 

do. In case university didn't work out they could still lower their aim and go to HTS (kind of technical 

university/college). I rented a room straightaway to get away from my mother's skirts as soon as possible.

The Academy uncovered

I was set to go study real science, real technology that was "about" something concrete. We got some pretty 

hard maths to chew, but we were spared from the worst compared to the people in Technical Sciences. Always 

"one up" of course. One of the most remarkable things in maths is that complex, unintelligible, and 

unexplainable things can be set in a formula with which you can do the most fantastical things.

Also in IT we use mathematical descriptions to base our program code. In fact, a computer is nothing more 

than a complex calculator. It's the logical result of perfectly programmed functions. Even if your computer 

crashes, it's the result of a phenomenon than can be described mathematically. Unfortunately the 
programmer didn't take your situation into account and so the program got out of it's frame, so the space next 

to the program was affected, and then the damages where substantial, nothing reacted, except the on/off 
switch. This same principle, the "crash", can be applied to a real person or country when they go bankrupt. 

They have to start from scratch again.

In the IT course you dealt with Plato's Technical-Scientific school of thought up to WWII, leaving aside 
biology and anatomy. There were some interesting parts, I must admit. Even though there was a trend that 

you were taught a lot about something you didn't know the use of. If you were able to perform your tricks on 
your finals, you scored another subject. After little over a year I didn't see the use of this and set myself 

another task: exploring the world and the discovery of sex, drugs and Rock 'n Roll. Of course these 

discoveries where joined by philosophizing and the "What am I doing on this Earth" question. One of these 
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discoveries was the new (read:1992) report by the Club of Rome.

I was reading a newspaper in the kitchen of the student flat where I was living at the time in Enschede. The 
news was old but horrendous. We can't go on like this. Society, oil, population, food… everything was caught 

in an exponential growth.

Exponential growth is a lot like a flea infestation. A rabbit farm. It boils down to this: every so often, e.g. a 

day, the number doubles. For instance, today 1, tomorrow 2, the day after 
4, next week 128, next month 2147483648.

The only thing that does stop exponential growth is negative exponential 
growth. And that is what's happening now. The pressure on oil wells is 

slowly decreasing, oil production is stagnating. In the back of the book, 
under the Subject Peak Oil, we'll come back to this.

In so-called "limit-mathematics" this is standard material for high school 
students. I knew it, my classmates knew I, the whole Technical University 

knew it. But nobody was going to take any action to the "Club of Rome" 

report. While we, as far as I could see, were the only ones who could do 

see that there was something seriously wrong. Nobody seemed to care 

whether we would live or die, as long as we see tomorrow or next week.

The media sustained that it wasn't all that bad. The Club of Rome had 

been mistaken, because there were a lot more supplies than the 1972 

estimates predicted. The newspapers didn't realize that the model still was 

in place and that exponential growth had been reached. Maybe it was a 

trick of the media to leave people in the dark and distract attention.

Then I decided this: 

 If nobody does anything about it, I will.

Thirteen years later I still think the same way. Meanwhile a lot has been done, but few goals have been 
reached. Nevertheless, the world has changed a bit. But first I will tell you how things were at university, 

because that explains a lot about the present.

I was living in this abstract mathematical dream world that can be described perfectly using equations. The 
most important equation at University is not science, but budget. Instead of working together, there is the 

eternal struggle for money, projects, positions, connections.

I ended up in the research commission via one of these connections. This commission had as main task to 
advise the Faculty board about research. Back then there were two positions for students, and about 5 

professors or teachers. As a student-member you got a nice remunition to go through the papers and to 
attend the monthly meetings.

During the two years I was a member of this commission, not one of the other members put a question 

forward about research. Never. The only questions were about FTE's, an abbreviation for the number of jobs 
available, or, in other words, money. Are these FTE's justifiable? Right.
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One of the members –and at the same time one of my teachers- told me proudly that his position at the 

University was only due to the publication of an article in the same magazine, in the same edition the 
professor had published. Both article were against a competing research area, AI, Artificial Intelligence. AI 

was found too "vague" by technicians. Excellent reason for a position, isn't it !?

I saw that the main objective in science was "competition". Science itself had taken a back seat, after the 
struggle for power and money. Nowadays, fortunately, co-operating is becoming more and more the rule. Has 

to be. A number of research foundations has been set up to join forces from related areas of knowledge. That 
group gets funding and competes only against similar groups elsewhere in the academic world. Or, the 

battlefield has moved and now we form alliances against similar institutions elsewhere in the academic world, 

against another collective.

Rock hard technology and beautiful science had succumbed and had become 

slaves to the economy.

This insight still explains why I don't allow researchers to seduce me. And it also explains why they don't like 

me, because the way I work doesn't give them any financial gain. It's only logical that those who have sold out 

to their mortgages no longer are able to come up with a creative solution that could put that same mortgage 

in peril. And this is true for anyone. If you are up to you ears in debt, loaded with money or still believe 

zealously in the "money is important" illusion, this story will be hard to digest.

The remainder of this book is only for those that have woken up to the idea that the whole "money-idea" is 

nothing more than an illusion. We will provide you with another illusion, than it's up to you to choose which 

illusion you want to live.

The E Vision

Right, I was set to, even if nobody else would, save the world. I became active in the Enschede scene. I joined 
a youth club for Sustainable Development. A real buzz word from the early nineties. What did durable mean 

again back then?

Mrs. Brundtland from Norway wrote a nice report (Our Common Future), I quote:

 Sustainable development is fulfill our present needs without harming future 

generations in the fulfillment of theirs.

Soon I had another definition:

Live in such a way you can sustain it, you can keep it up.
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It was an unusual club because we really worked together. In spite of the fact there were kids from various 

religious and political views.  We were there for a common goal. The Jongerenplatform Duurzame 
Ontwikkeling Enschede (JP Doe) had as its goal to make and keep the city liveable in fifty years time. So far 

it's been 10 years, still 40 more to go.

One of our first actions was a successful lobby with the town of Enschede to join Local Agenda 21. That's a 
story in its own right. In 1992 the United Nations decided in Rio de Janeiro to "do something about it", on the 

UNCTED conference. They too had read the report of the Club of Rome. But they decided they couldn't do 
anything about it! We, world leaders, decide here that we won't do anything about this problem because we 

are not able. We are too far away from the citizens.

That's why they called upon the communities of the World to join the Local Agenda 21 (LA 21). Let the 
municipalities figure it out. And so it was. Thanks to the VOGM subsidy of the Ministry the LA 21 was 

introduced in several Dutch municipalities. In Enschede we got a grant of 200 000 Guilders. That was our 

first feat of arms.

But it gave us some considerable problems: now the Municipality is joining in, what do we want them to do? 

Thanks to the amount of action material that we received we discovered the Vision-Strategy-Action point 

approach and decided to form our vision first. The Enchede Vision.

About ten youths met up every two weeks, discussed, made notes, those notes were elaborated and discussed 

again. After almost 18 months it all became clear. Everything, absolutely everything has to be brought back in 

a cycle and those cycles have to be kept as small as possible, by using as little energy as possible. It's the only 

way to keep everything going.

This still is the foundation of Rainbow Trading. These are the principles that make the economy, from a 

technical point of view, work. The rest is a game, a modus operandi of cycles and energy. The principles 

themselves are best explained in the original Enschede Vision.

LA 21 seen for the energy prospective

Introduction

This vision is seen from the perspective of energy. The perspective has a natural principle.

The law of conservation of energy.

Every process uses up the same amount of energy it produces. The energy income always 

originally derives from the sun.
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A big part of the energy is transformed in heat that gets lost in space. The energy reserve available 

on earth, in the shape of fossil fuel, is limited. Also then uninterrupted solar energy supply has a 

limit.

In the rest of this chapter we will discuss the 7 themes of LA 21. In order to avoid confusion the first 

theme of LA 21 (International) is dealt with last. We also added an extra theme, water.

Theme 2: Energy

As it happens the theme and the perspective are the same.

Natural energy production

All energy eventually originates from the sun. The best way to go about Sustainable development is 

to contain, to keep this energy as long as possible in a usable form before it disappears into space. 

This means that we need as much green (nature) as possible because plants are the best sunlight 

to energy converter.

Plants are food for mankind and animals alike.

So, indirectly, people eat sunlight.

The amount of energy used shouldn't be higher than the average caption of solar energy. This 

principle has far-reaching consequences for the following themes.

Technical energy production1

Mining rather harvesting fuel mustn't impede natural energy production (hydro-electricity and strip-

mining). These types of exploitation do not permit plants to collect solar energy. The plants are no 

longer edible. This way so-called energy production by humans" impedes the energy production 

and storage by nature.

1 More about technical energy production in the last part under the paragraph about Technology.
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We must strive to a cleaner way to convert energy. With the notion Clean Energy we mean the 

energy conversion processes whereby the environment is not affected by undesired side products 

(CO2, SO2, NOx, acid rain).

During the lice cycle of the energy converter the energy use mustn't be higher than the energy-

production cost. A solar cell costs the same amount of energy to make than it can produce during 

its useful lifetime. So a solar cell actually costs energy because we haven't even considered the 

price yet. You can see similar paradoxes with e.g. modern (electrical) windmills and so-called 

energy efficient lamps.

Conclusion

The only clean energy based on present technology is agriculture, forestry and fishery, if done well. 

This means it can not be slash and burn or predatory exploitation. This form of clean energy should 

be sufficient.

Theme 3: Building and Living

Building takes up a lot of space which could have been used for energy capture by nature. "Space-

efficient per person" living gives us energy because you conserve it instead of transforming it into 

heat. (Have you ever walked across a full parking lot in summer??) Building, heating, maintaining 

and demolishing buildings costs energy.

Newly built neighborhoods put more pressure on the environment because of the need for more 

roads. When planning building and living, minimizing the energy to be invested must be taken into 

account.

The energy-cost of demolishing a building has to be taken into account in its design to prevent 

waste of both material and energy.

In architecture the flexibility in use of the building has to be considered. This means that buildings 

must have a multi-functional character, so you can use them no matter what the application.

Life styles in the sense of single, family, commune, influence houses and abodes. Group housing 

with common and private spaces diminishes the number of kitchens and sanitary provisions 

needed. The energy needs of group housing is lower in principle.
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Theme 4: Waste and raw materials

In nature all processes and materials are organized in cycles. We must strive to get as close as 

possible to these natural cycles. Nature shows us that all processes are closely interwoven in 

Dynamic-cyclic balances. Cultural processes can only continue to exist if they are in dynamic-cyclic 

balance as well.

All production and demolition processes use energy. It's a matter of life or death to produce in such 

a way that the cyclic production, use and destruction demand as little energy as possible. The 

waste-phase is the transformation of products into raw material or half-products. Also this requires 

energy and has to be taken into account in the price of the product.

To get rid of waste you can burn it. That way you can use the last bit of energy. The result is a heap 

of rubbish you can't get rid off. This rest is very energy and time expensive for nature to 

incorporate it into a cycle. You can't keep this up indefinitely and so it is undesirable in principle.

So the answer here is to try to clean up the waste deposits and re-use as much material as 

possible. Alas we must accept loss of material for existing waste deposits. Not all garbage is re-

usable, but a lot of waste is. Future dumps are avoidable.

Theme 5: Traffic and Transport

Moving people and goods uses up a lot of energy and seriously pollutes the air. We think that the 

traffic-need can be reduced drastically, but we need to change our "mobility behavior".

In the transport of goods a decrease of kilometers traveled, and so used energy, can be brought 

about by developing a consumption behavior which is based on the consumption of local goods.

Transport of people in commuting is not energy efficient when a car is used. The energy the car 

uses to get to the pace of work is a lot higher than the energy invested in the actual work. If the 

distance between the home and the place of work is reduced, this can help save energy. The need 

to use a car disappears.

In towns and cities we must create possibilities that make the bicycle the fastest mode of transport. 

The space used by cars should be reserved for bicycles. Table 1 shows the various means of 

transport and their energy use.
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Vehicle Fuel used per 1000 km 
p.p. in liters

aircraft 100 l

car 67 l

bus 26 l

train 17 l

bicycle nil

Table 1: Vehicles and fuel usage .Source: NJMO & IPP, Future in Action, 1994

Theme 6: Agriculture and Food

In Agriculture solar energy is transformed into a form that can be used for human consumption. 

Maximum profit based on an infinite timescale is vital. Therefore soil exhaustion has to be avoided. 

Food and fiber production has to be aligned with local consumption of humans and livestock.

Organic agriculture has to be the standard to follow. Farmers and consumers should develop the 

insight that it's more expensive to pollute the surface water using fertilizer and pesticides. If 

surface water is kept clean, we save energy which is needed to render the environment optimal for 

man and his surroundings. The means and methods used in agriculture are not energy efficient, 

they use more energy than they yield.

Local, "green" produced products are sold in all possible sales points, and therefore also in 

supermarkets. Packaging food can't use more raw materials than strictly necessary.

Food is the end product of a cycle, clothes, however, aren't. It's possible to change the mentality in 

buying new clothes. The latest fashion needn't be the main reason to buy new clothes. After clothes 

have been worn they can often be used again. There are numerous social institutions that would be 

very happy with used clothing. This form of donations should be stimulated more. Worn clothes still 

contain fibers that could be re-used in the production of new materials.

One alternative for choosing, say a new pair of trousers, is looking for durable fibers, fibers that 

have a higher wear-and-tear resistance than the fibers now commonly used. One of those fibers is 

the Cannabis, or rather hemp plant.

Intensive agriculture should be transformed into extensive agriculture and agriculture should be on 

a smaller scale with mixed produce as opposed to monoculture. Research has shown that cattle 

farms which have greater biodiversity have the advantage when confronted with a disease in the 

livestock.
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Theme 7: Nature and Scenery

Nature and scenery are the surroundings of man and is indispensable for the survival of all living 

things. Small natural cycles, the various cycles of life, make up the big cycle of Nature and that is 

why it's desirable to connect every level within these cycles. A maximum biodiversity is needed. It 

is important for a firm natural balance. The opposite of this is the desire for maximum profit. This 

leads to soil exhaustion and interrupts various natural cycles.

Green, especially trees, have the highest yield as convertors of solar energy to stored energy. A 

greater biodiversity can be reached by planting primary forests. This form of forestry leaves more 

possibilities for the storage of big quantities of energy than planted wood fields, production woods.

Theme 8: Water

The most important and most expensive raw material is water. It takes a huge amount of energy to 

desalinize seawater for use as drinking water. The sun supplies drinking water by means of clouds, 

prevent acid rain by avoiding exhaust gases! We must not extract more clean water from the soil 

than the amount of clean rainwater that goes into it. Agriculture and heavy industry often waste 

enormous amounts of water, and this becomes apparent in the price of their products. They also 

have to provide purification for the water they use. Consumers can contribute by recycling water 

used for the shower to flush the toilet using a secondary water circuit.

Theme 1: International

To implement all the local themes dealt with so far on a global plan, we must strive towards local 

economic regions that exchange products on a small scale amongst themselves. The environment 

should be the starting point for the set up of this economic infrastructure and not as final goal. The 

continuation of large scale exchange between globally aimed structures (multi national companies) 

should be reduced. This implies a reduction in then world wide transport where similar products are 

flown back and forth in the guise of economic progress. Unnecessary transport of goods and people 

is a pure waste of energy.

So here a complete chapter from the Enschede Vision. Now you know where we're going. It's our goal to really 

implement all these principles. The question remains: How?

The remainder of this book is about looking for a way to implement this Enschede Vision. We still have a long 

way to go. We came to the conclusion that it's a matter of "making the impossible possible" and not so much a 

matter of making all the necessary changes ourselves. In the end people have to do it themselves.

The next point on the agenda after Vision is Strategy. How do we come to a good and useful strategy? I 

needed to follow a few more courses at University first.
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Looking for a meaning

One of the courses was about the semantics of 

programming languages. What is meant by this is; 

the formal meaning, solidified rock hard. An 

example. Everybody knows what a meter is. The 

real, original meter lies heavily guarded in Paris, 
because that measure was the caliber for all the 

copied meters. A clear example of semantics: 
record precisely what you mean. Write down 

exactly what you mean: the meaning.

Meanwhile I was still stuck with the Enschede 

Vision and the economic reality; even science had 
succumbed to economic "progress".

Then I found out the secret of money: it has no 
meaning! No meaning has ever been set. The meaning of money as such is based on trust, something I can't 

have in money. The days that money could be exchanged for its value in silver or gold are over, and have been 

for a few decades.

When you ask Google "define money", you get a number of articles on how money works. Money is a means 

of storage and exchange of value. How this value is determined is unknown. Compare to this: a meter is a unit 

of length. How long the meter is, is actually unknown. So, 1 dollar equals 100 dollar cent. Genius. One meter 

equals 100 centimeters . And how long is a centimeter exactly?

Semantically the meaning of money remains undefined. This is the weak point in money and I think it's also 

the cause of some of the biggest problems economists have to face: interest, inflation and moving big capital 

from country to country. Poverty is not a real problem, it's part of the game.

The absence of semantics also has a flipside: interests. Do you have a mortgage? Then you pay more in 

interest than in actual capital payments. Is this fair? Yes, because money doesn't have a definition. It's 

nothing but a growth pattern, a multiplier. A Euro today is not the same as a Euro tomorrow. If you borrow 

today, you pay back more tomorrow. If I borrow a loaf of bread, I give one loaf back. The same for a cup of 
sugar. But, a heap of money for a heap of money, plus an extra bucket of money. Growth pattern!

Let's investigate this a little closer. Imagine, my trousers measure 95 cm. Tomorrow these same pants 
measure 98 cm. Witchcraft? Have the trousers grown? No. The ruler has shrunk. No economic growth, the 

currency shrinks. This is called inflation. I call it rubbish. What's the use of a ruler that shrinks daily? 
Kindling is all it's good for!

It gets a bit more complicated when we move money. You probably think of the "left over currency" in your 
pocket after coming back from a foreign holiday. This is not what I mean. I mean amounts to the amount of 

the sum of the annual income of a small nation in January. These amounts are moved with the press of a 

button, electronically, from accounts in Brazil to accounts in Moscow or London. In the old day you'd only 

move these sums if you moved products to the other side. That's the way it's supposed to be in an economic 

model, the Operating Column: Money goes one way as recompense, a payment for goods that come from the 

other way and change owner. But this Mega transport of funds nowadays does not have a counter weight in 
goods. There are no consequences, or so they say… But in reality there are consequences, because this 

"money-fuge" is the origin of a financial crisis. What happens? Investors find out that the money in say Brazil 
is in danger, because they no longer can pay the interests. So you quickly move the money, before the bank or 
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the state goes bankrupt and I lose my money. When the first pile of money moves, many follow. Whoever is 

too late and whoever can't get out, sh*t happens. Those that can't get out, can't leave, are, of course the 
inhabitants. The investors just start over in another country.

So, at this stage in my life I was confronted with a riddle: You have a vision you want to make come true, you 
possess the rock hard economic truth and you know for a fact that money is nothing more than an undefined 

unit of measure. That money being a vague unit is the hidden cause of a number of complex economical 
problems. Ordinary people lost the clue a long time ago. Economists take the problems as fact. Guess twice 

what needs to be done.

I was trained as designer of information systems. The monetary system is the biggest and most influential 

system on this Earth, apart maybe from the clock and the calendar. But the design is so faulty that the base, 

money in fact is an unknown factor. And we trust this unknown factor?

The lack of meaning is a handy tool for banks. When you take out a mortgage, the bank lends you the money 

and you pay an annual 4% of the amount to the bank in interests.

Question. Where was the money BEFORE the bank used it to buy your house? In a safe? In a bank? The 

answer is NO, that money didn't exist. When you borrow Euro 100 from the bank, 7% of this money was put 

in there by a saver and the rest in new money. The money is created the moment you borrow it. To borrow 

something that didn't exist beforehand you pay thousands of Euros annually! What a joke!

In case you missed this, I'll tell you something about computer programs. Everybody who has seen the 

program code of another programmer knows how hard it is to change something in that program. If you 

change something here, you will get an error there, if you change something there, you get errors elsewhere 

etc. What can you do with such a program? Build it again and improve it. You can no longer repair it.

The monetary system works the same way. If the government introduces an eco-tax tomorrow, the day after 

the whole car and air travel sector gets messed up and a week later the whole economy suffers. Whenever we 

right one wrong, we get innumerable other errors in its place.

Economics is like an instable house of cards. It's actually a miracle that it still works, I mean, it's a small 

wonder you haven't seen through the trick that makes it hobble ahead time after time.

If I had to repair the monetary system as a programmer, I wouldn't try to adapt it. I would make an entirely 

new design and so write a whole new program. You can't fix the design of the economy because there never 
was any design. Its functioning is a disaster. Implementing the necessary changes is impossible because that 

causes the system to collapse. Crash!

Poverty, unjust division of welfare, hyperinflation, fraud, shortage of raw materials, waste mountains, 

pollution, exploitation, slavery, child labor, waste of energy, climatic changes, commerce wars, drugs, mafia, 
homeless people, prostitution and war. In a word, unhappiness. All glitches in the program and for none of 

these a solution was found. I'm sure you can add some to the list.

Let's see what these glitches look like. Companies are known polluters. And they are allowed to pollute to a 

certain extent. Losing precious materials costs them money, but this negative balance can be righted by the 

profits on other products or, on other parts of the same product.

Say, I own a refinery and from time to time I spill some oil. No problem, My Company is right next to a river 

and nobody notices anything, or at least let on they don't notice anything. I did lose a few tons of raw 

materials; I lost those in the river. From a financial point of view there's no real problem. The damages are so 

small that I can make up the loss by the next sales order. Nature doesn't share my point of view however. That 

colony of swans downstream doesn't like crude oil at all! A fine wouldn't help either with companies that 
make a $ 10.000.000.000 profit per year. The profit gets a bit smaller, but they will survive. But the swans 

won't. They can't compensate the damages done to them with the fine paid by the refinery. Here you see that 
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the way the system works does not coincide with reality.

Another example: the greenhouse effect and global warming are getting on the way. More is to be expected. 
Are we going to do anything about it now? No, conferences stumble along from failure to failure just because 

the country which has the most arms, the United States of America, pressures the other countries. Otherwise 
the States would boycott these countries. Or..or else we'll invade Liverpool.

The problems interlock. None of them can be solved because one solution makes other problems even bigger 
and worse. That's why governments have been sitting around for years, waiting to take action. 

But they, the governments, won't take any action because they don't dare,  

because they know it can't be done.

That's why around 1995, I decided to re-design the monetary system. But this time in way that the value of 
the money coincides exactly with the Natural rules and laws. The Dutch Minister for the Environment, 

Margreeth de Boer, gave me the idea. How did that come about?

Our Organization JP Doe, was one of the few platforms the national organization NJMO had been able to set 

up. This club met once a year, which now is a part of the National Youth Council, with the minister for the 

environment. I attended one of these meetings as a deputee from Enschede.

Minister Margreeth de Boer talked about "ecologising" the tax-system. Eco-tax. She would have liked that 

very much she said. She had ordered lawyers to investigate the possibilities but the result was, alas, that this 

tax was not possible: There were too many laws that hindered the implementation.

Before you know it I digress to the fact lawyers made laws that are so complicated that they even obstruct 

themselves, but let's stick to the subject for now.

The minister promised to look into making the subsidy system greener, now eco tax was out of the question. 

The other youths of the NMJO thought it was a good ides, but I didn't trust it. I said that that would be too 

difficult as well. Why don't we look into making the whole money system more ecologically sound? That was a 

sentence nobody understood. Not even me. But in the years that followed I got to understand what that 

entails. I had to learn to make better models before I began to fully understand.

lice cycle

An IT technician often has to solve a determined problem. In order to gain insight in the problem and its 

solution, you design models. Just like in the world of fashion. A fashion designer cuts the all the sizes before 
cutting and sewing.

I opted to learn more about making models and techniques to make these models. Handy for a dreamer, 
because than you can exchange dreams with people who can read and understand the same pictures

There was one teacher who influenced me a lot and his name was Rob van de Weg.  What makes his work 
special is that his starting point is the life cycle of objects. Life cycle is a notion you probably know from your 

biology classes. It's the same in IT. Objects are born, run the course of their lives and are cleaned up using the 
"die" function.
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The system's garbage collector clears memory so you can let new 
objects be born in the same space. The same applies in biology. 

When you throw the mowing of your lawn on the compost heap it is 
converted into raw materials by bugs and bacteria. This raw material 

we call compost and looks a lot like earth, the fertile topsoil of our 
planet.

When I was about top graduate I buried my nose in books about life 

cycles and drew models about objects in a hospital. In the back of my 
head the mission to re-design the monetary system, the mission I set 

myself when I met the Minister, was waiting. But isn't recycling part 

of that economic system somehow? How did they think about that, 

back then when the king minted his first coin?

Production Chains

Instead of defining money economists give a description of the economic flow, the production chain. Goods 

are produced and move from manufacturer to manufacturer, until the end product goes to the consumer. The 

money goes the other way, from the consumer upstream as it were to the producer until it reaches the 

supplier of raw material. Every sale implies a 

money-flow to the seller. A big part of this goes to 

the seller's supplier, but every enterprise keeps a 

part of that money, the margin.

Here you find three production chains in a 

picture. Look where the end product, meat and 
vegetable, end up. It doesn't say. After retail it 

goes to the consumer, OK. And after that? Right, 
literally flushed down the toilet, sewers and 

incineration. And after that? Dumped in the sea, 

or burned to an unknown material. Also nothing 

is known about where the tin ends up.

This model, the chain of production, is the basis 

of the economy. It has two shortcomings. The 

mining part exhausts natural resources. On the 

other side of the column there is the waste 
mountain. It consists of the same material as the 

stating material, in useless, used up form.

In the last phase of this cycle the substances are dumped into the sea and air. But where is the money in that 

last part? Nowhere. The great Unknown. It was never thought about.

I would call the value of the finished products negative. It costs money to use the sewage system. It costs 

money to collect domestic waste. Everything costs money, you'll think. Logically, because garbage has no 
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value, it's value-less. I think that's strange, because the waste of your toilet can be recycled. It should be 

recycled. That waste supplies precious raw materials for our horticulture. No, the value of our excrements is 
zero. You pay for the trouble, i.e. energy, of the "clean-up".

The shortage in raw materials and the waste surplus are caused by this 

production chain, because recycling hasn't been taken into account in the 

design.

You will say now: Alright, but recycling is being done these days? I collect my old newspapers and they are 
used again? Sure, but that is not thanks to the chain of production. This is a case of two connected chains of 

production: the regular industry and the recycling industry.

That's why every product needs its own recycling system. The 

(in)famous PET bottles were recycled at the supermarkets up to 

2006. That obligation ceased to be in the Netherlands. Paper 

recycling is organized in a different way in each municipality. Often 

it's collected on a fixed day during the week, through organizations 

such as the local scout group or local volleyball club. You don't get 
any money for your old papers. Only when you hand in 1000 kilos at 

once it's worth your while. Tin cans are retracted from the waste with 
big magnets. The most important, organic waste is collected in special 

containers and composted. But our feces… nobody ever mentions 

them. Flush them down and don't look back is the motto.

Sun and Earth

In a nutshell my life was as follows: I'm 23, live in a world that is 

dominated by powers and the biggest power is money. The world 
itself is the main victim. Even though all world leaders know we are 

up to our neck in trouble, they can't do anything about it because the 

whole system would collapse if they did. Since the group that wrote 

the Enschede Vision fell apart, it seems I am on my own to bring this 

planet back in balance.

My girlfriend at the time presented me with a nice necklace. It had 

the sun, earth and moon as a trinity on it. The sun heats the earth 

with her warm beams, the earth is life itself and the moon is there and influences the tides, the weather and 
human rhythms.

Just like in the Enschede Vision I saw in that pendant the difference between energy and material, everything 
contains both, but you can look at everything from two points of view. The "material" point of view and the 

"energy" point of view.

In high school they make you solve problems where flowerpots fall of a roof at a determined height. How long 

will it take for the pot to hit the ground, and at what speed? You can solve this in 2 ways. Using formulas with 
space (distance, meters) or formulas which use energy (height and speed). Both calculations obviously will 

give you the same results.
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Albert Einstein added to this. Everybody knows the formula

E = mc2

But not many people know what it actually means. It's about exactly the same difference between matter and 
energy. E is the amount of energy. M is mass, usually called "weight" and expressed in (kilo) grams. The c 

stands for the speed of light, an enormous number. The 2 is " square". Or c2= c x c.

What this formula basically says is that you can transform energy into matter and the other way round. You 

can calculate how much energy is involved if you know the difference in weight before and after the process. 
The thing is that these processes take place in the sun or in nuclear reactors, small suns on Earth. In brief:

There's a huge division between matter and energy.

This division is so great that it takes a sun or a nuclear reactor to eliminate it and transform something from 

one into the other.

In principle you always keep energy, and also matter, no matter what processes take place. Only in this 

special case transformation will take place, but that is an "un-earthly" process.

This division between energy and matter, symbolized by Sun and Earth seemed an excellent starting point to 

base the new economic system.

Nature's laws are universal and, as opposed to lawyers' laws, they can be described in exact terms. If we start 

from these natural laws, we automatically get a system that makes sense, instead of a money system that is 

based on an illusion.

The Moon

The pendant had three elements, the Sun, the Moon and the Earth. Once I understood Sun and Earth, it took 
me at least six months to fit in that little moon. I had to revert to "lice cycle" to do that.

When you look at the garbage can or and the organic waste and paper container that are probably next to it, 
you see one big difference, one container contains stuff that gets to be recycled, the contents of the other box 

we'll burn later on. What happens to the fumes and gases that are released in this burning process is 
unknown. They end up in the air, the water, on the land. They aren't recycled as such.

It would be nice if you were rewarded when you recycle and punished if you don't. This is already happening 
to a certain extent, but due to money's own special mechanisms you can make up for loss (negative balance or 

a fine for pollution) by a big profit on the other side.

You can solve this problem using a separate symbol. The symbol "Earth" represents the amount (kg) of living, 

recyclable material (organic) and the rest, the non-recyclable waste, is represented by the moon.

So now we have a 3-symbol system and I called it Econism:

A system where the price is always in accordance to the value according to 

natural value

Eureka. Not even 25 yet and I had discovered Columbus's Egg! 
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Who wants the egg??

I spent 3 year on thinking how to solve Earth's problems, and once I finally had the solution, nothing 

happens.

It seems that no-one was waiting for this. Who wants something to do wit Sun, Earth and Moon? It's all way 

to vague. I admit, I pushed this story too hard to people who weren't ready for it. They told me to write a 

book. Right, writing a book… Surely I don't have time to do that!

So I ended up back at the NJMO. Meanwhile the management of the organization had changed, and there 

was hardly anybody left who knew who I was. Of course they wanted to know what I wanted, but the answer 

came:

Oh Dear, we currently don't have a project in that..

I could have known back in 1993. Nothing has changed in 2006. People and their organizations follow their 
own goals and projects. The NMJO did projects for which they received grants. Those grants took a lot of 

work and trouble to get. Money came in or it didn't, you never really knew. If the money came, the project 
could go on. And then you show up with something like "ekonism"… No thanks. We don't have time right 

now…

Other reactions were along the lines of "go to this and that organization, because they're doing something 

similar". Once I got there I wasn't understood or they were too busy. Often I was dealing with people who 

weren't' the original visionaries of the club. They sent me to their "leader", but I'd stopped returning phone 

calls by then. I didn't want to be sent from pillar to post, and I still don't.

Matrix

Later the film "The Matrix" came to the cinemas. Like many people who recognize their own struggle in that 
film, I saw that people let computers decide their fate. We let our lives being led by automatons that are 

steered with numbers, the economy. Computers do the work, but we filled them with numbers, money… My 

bank account, my salary and my rent. I work to keep my bank account to certain level so I can keep paying the 

rent.

Capitalism is an illusion, a human invention that turned us into slaves. The first part of the movie is about 

breaking loose from the influence of the matrix, capitalism.

As it turns out, many people aren't ready to be free. They believe in this fantasy world and can't do without it. 

There are more and more individuals who are ready however. They are made "half free" and are offered the 

choice, the red pill or the blue pill. Going back to the matrix or stay out of it and see just how deep the rabbit's 

liar is.

"Reloaded" is the title of the second part.  Re-loaded. Here you see the struggle of free people against the 

system continues, but in order to fight the fight they are sent from pillar to post by players inside the system. 
Neo listens to the advice given by "The Prophet", a character out of the Matrix. She sends him to the 

Merovingian, another character in the Matrix and on to The Key Maker. The architect, ditto. When the whole 
free city of Zion is butchered by machines, Neo tries to save his girlfriend, who earlier in the movie tried to 
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save him. Love seems the strongest factor.

The principle of "Reloaded" is typical for the environmental movement in Holland. All nicely done, but to get 
things done we need money and so we go to the government to get money. The same government we should 

be suing. You don't believe for one second that the Environmental Federation “Zuid-Holland” (a union of 
environmentalists and activists)  is in favor of yet another motorway "under certain conditions"? How is this 

possible? They've been reloaded. They are fighting against the Capitalist System but have become dependent 
of that same system. Their staff also have families, a mortgage and a lease-car. Reloaded.

The third film shows how the battle can be ended. Unification and love. Clear and simple, Love is All.

Towards Politics

If nobody wants to hear, I'll go and bring it myself. In the elections there was a party which had my name. 
Natural Law Party. I didn't know anything about them, but voted for them nonetheless, just because of the 

name. The name Nature Law and Ekonism matched exactly!

Obviously the party didn't win any seats in the parliament. A couple of phone calls later I was invited round 

and I was offered a place in the national management of the party. What do you mean, "You need people?

As it turned out the Party was a group of people who meditate and use "consciousness technology", The 

Maharishi from the town of Vlodrop in Limburg seemed an example to them. The leader of the group was his 

right hand. They had fantastic food and were really nice people. They wanted to hear my story, but then they 

were rather stuck with it. There was a subtle reference to it in the next election program, but then things 

started to go askew. Power struggle, War, fighting, Big mouthing… What on earth could cause that?

Crocodile babies

Of course I meet lots of people, mostly men, who can't or won't believe that a world the way I see it is 

possible. No, that's not how the world works. OK, I know you have to keep your feet on the ground, but on the 

other hand, the way I see the world influences the way I live in it. If you believe something can't be done, it 

can't be done. In your world at least. And that is the only world where we meet… so far.

Often I hear this complaint: 

I'm all for idealism, but when push comes to shove I still have to choose 

between me being hungry or the other fellow hungry. Everybody chooses food  

and let's the other guy go hungry.

You recognize this thought pattern? 

A biologist once explained me that the human brain have a kind of primitive brain that is only used for the 

most basic task: Survival. This brain is a leftover from the time when human beings, at least according to 

Darwin, were reptiles, and that is why it's still called reptile brain.
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If you can't think beyond 

the point of "eat yourself or 
go hungry", you only use 

your reptile brain. I'm not 
amazed that this is exactly 

what you see in a crocodile 

pond: Big bites and big 

mouths. No leftovers for 

the next guy, the whole 

world is my enemy! Bite!

Of course it's up to the 

individual whether he or 
she chooses to live with 

people who have this dog 
eat dog mentality. Do they 

really not care about the 
others?

That depends on who "the 

others" are. Even the cruel, 

selfish and hard crocodiles have a weak spot. Mothers. They have that special gift to protect their young for 

the first year and a half in their safe mother-mouths.

Apparently the crocodile is a cruel monster that eats everything and everybody but herself and her young. If 

the whole world is their enemy, as I said earlier on, the young is not part of "the world", but part of the" 

mother-self"! It's me-and-my-young against the rest of the world. And especially, the rest of the world against 

me and my young. Because that's the way it works in the crocodile pond.

It's the same with human beings. A mother shares her food with her young. You could say, she is her child, 

she's one with her child.

Do you recognize that? That feeling of unity? Do you feel it with your children, your pet, your partner? Maybe 

the feeling of empathy? To be able to put yourself in some one else's position? These are functions of the 

limbic system. This part of the brain is a lot more modern than the part we have in common with the 

crocodile. You could say that this is what makes us human. We are higher animals, not crocodiles that kill 

each other to get the last bite.

The most important is the border between "me" and " the rest". The crocodile only considers itself as me and 

separates thus from the rest of the world. The crocodile mother also reckons her child to her "me" and sees 
the rest of the world as hostile. Nowadays there are more and more people who feel "one with the world". We 

all breath the same air…

Lots of people see me as some kind of "eco-knight", a "green Don Quichote", because I don't own a car and I 

am vegetarian. I don't want a car because they smell. When you drive yourself you often don't smell your own 
car, so I didn't take that decision purely out of self interest. No, the world around me and I are one, and I 

don't want to pollute my "self". It hurts me to see the state of the world now. I feel the pain of the Earth. And 

that is why I say there is no border between me and the rest of the world. Maybe this example is a bit far-

fetched, so let me find another, easier example.

When I was a child we saw these spots on TV at Christmas. Hungry African children with swollen bellies. My 

mother used to say we should be thankful that we have it so well. Now I know that our abundance is their 

shortage. And I am not thankful or happy for that. How can I be happy with our "welfare? I can't anymore. I 
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am unhappy with our "abundance", we should share it with those who have shortages.

Again this is an example of me and the other. There is no difference between me and Africa. I don't see the 
difference. Who wants to see the difference at all cost, is deluded. I breathe the same air, drink the same 

water and live on the same planet as any other being. I am in the mouth of the world-mother and my mother 
is a crocodile.

Escape from the crocodile pond 

Why is our economic system exactly like a crocodile pond? Why do we work based on struggle and 

competition? Why do companies take the last bite and let other companies bleed to death?

They do this because the economic system is connected to our reptile consciousness. They use the most 

primitive functions in a body: the own survival. Either you eat or I eat. And because we're all crocodiles, this 
is how we treat each other, that's the norm. It's been like this since the dawn of time – History of the Western 

World often doesn't go back any further than the period in which a region was conquered. Yet there is an 
exception to this rule. These last few years an industry sprouted up that is based on the concept of sharing. 

No fighting but co-operating. For this we go back to the story of my life.

About the same time I joined the Natural Law Party, I "discovered" the computer. Making models was fun, 

but I wasn't really drawn to computers. Only later, when I was working for Internet providers I came across 

free software. This is an important stream. Against the tyranny of Microsoft, a world community of already 

more than 1000 000 programmers succeeded in writing a complete system with all possible programs 

imaginable.

This started already in the eighties, when Richard Stallman wrote the first copyleft license for free software, 

the GNU Public License (GPL). Later he wrote a number of programs to write programs and published them 

under GPL. That allowed everybody to make their own free software. In the early '90s Linus Torvalds added 

the 'Linux' kernel. One year later this kernel was brought out under GPL license and there was a usable 

computer system which operated with free software. Soon this system was implemented by internet providers 
and research facilities.

The contrast between this and the commercial world of software is huge. Still today thousands of "specialists" 
are trained and they only know Microsoft Windows. If you want a program, you have to buy it or download it 

"illegally". Most of the time you need a more or less expensive license. You don't get a copy of the source code. 
You don't have the right to change even one character in the program. You can't divulge the program, can't 

share it with your friends… Of course information always finds its way, so people share programs anyway. But 

form a legal point of view the software isn't free.

Stallman says free software has to guarantee 4 rights:  

1. the right to use the program

2. the right to study and spread the source code

3. the right to distribute the program

4. the right to distribute and make public your changes

This way you have full control over your computer. By exchanging the code a community came into being, via 

the Internet. A community where people work together to reach a common goal that seemed impossible. 
Right now you could run your computer with free software and not miss a thing. Even better, you will have a 
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lot more!

Microsoft has bought every company that was leader in their field. Only the Free software world escaped its 
claws, because it's not for sale. According to some people the value of the kernel is about 2 billion Euros. I 

don't believe this because money doesn't come into play here. 

Besides the release of free software there is a new trend: the free word. Traditionally books are covered by 

copyright: the writer (or rather the publisher) reserves all the rights of the publication. Nowadays there are 
books under copyleft, one copy for whoever wants it. Wikipedia, the Internet encyclopedia, is an example. 

Nature magazine states that the quality of the articles published on Wikipedia are similar to the entries in the 
Encyclopedia Britannica.

Of course, the book you are reading is also available under copyleft license from CreativeCommons.org. Go to 
the nearest photocopier and copy me!! To change anything in the text you only need the Openoffice.org word 

processor. And also this is adaptable to your needs.

The worldwide programmer society showed me how to deal with power. Create your own rules. It can be 

done. You are not obliged to surrender the rights to something "above" yourself, like a company or a boss. 

When technicians don't agree, they reach a solution without the need for a judge or referee. Working together 

and sometimes working by yourself. They don't surrender the control over themselves, the power. Everybody 

"owns" their own work. How great the contrast with our "modern" democracy?

The illusion of the majority

The Dutch - and probably most democracies- let themselves be governed by the minority of a minority. One 

third of the people don't even bother to vote even more, because they have lost all contact and trust. In fact 

the seats belonging to those non voters should be left unoccupied, because now a minority takes all the 

power.

Two thirds of the people determine who gets a seat in Parliament. But, people vote for Party candidates. The 

Dutch constitution doesn't say anything about parties, yet the political field is mainly made up out of parties

Say, a number of parties divides 2/3 of the votes. 1/3 of the voters didn't show up. 3 big parties holding 55% 

of the votes make up the government. Conclusion: the government is backed up by only 2/3 x 55% = 37% of 
the  electorate.

In important matters the majority in the Parliament has an important role to play. But within the parties 
Fraction discipline is the rule, MP's are expected to vote the same way the majority of their fraction votes. 

Even if you are against. The constitution (article 89 of the Dutch constitution) states that Members have to be 
able to function without counseling or burden. Apparently this isn't important.

Say that in a given matter 60% is pro and 40% against. The decision is supported by 60% x 37% = 22% of the 
voters. Yes. Are we to build a new power plant? 22% decides. Does Minister X have to resign his post? Again, 

22% decides  And you thought democracy was about the will of the majority?

Those 22% is a rather optimistic calculation. A lot of people aren't allowed to vote on grounds of their age. 

They aren't "mature" enough to vote. People until the age of 18. As it happens these are the same children that 
can work MSN, unlike our ministers, even if they have ICT in their portfolio.

So called foreigners do not participate in national elections. They were born on the other side of an imaginary 
line we call border. After this line "the exterior" begins, a region where a different power structure rules. You 

34



don't have anything like it on the Internet. There is no "abroad". You don't even notice whether my website is 

in your own country or not.

Have you ever seen a border? Never, I'm dead sure. I've seen border markers, or fences. The pavement looks 

different in Belgium than the way it looks in Holland. I saw the Wall of Berlin. That wall was placed a long 
distance before the border. But there is no border as such. The concept only exists in your brain. Forget it, 

there are no borders. Abroad is in your head and foreigners you only see on TV.

Anyway, the government is only backed by minorities. But, is that the whole story? No, because the division 

of power within the parties is at least just as strange. Even though the parties are responsible to govern every 
body, only the so-called members who carry a certain weight determine the order in which the names appear 

on the ballots.

The selection of the members of the government is done through a completely nontransparent process of 

meetings. The members of government are appointed from a list that wasn't available beforehand. When the 

list is made up, it gets approved by the Queen and the Parliament. Also that other important document, like 

the all-important " Ruling agreement", is made up in back rooms, inaccessible for press and citizens alike. We 

would like to know on which conditions these negotiations take place.

I'm sure the Queen is a nice woman, but I don't recognize the State of Holland 

and the money with her picture on it, the Euro, as the only one.

I claim our freedom, our birthright to a free world and a free existence, 

without obligatory slavery to that dictatorship called "economy".

I keep going, every day, step by step towards what eventually will be unavoidable. And when I let go, I haven't 
forgotten anything.

Duality

When you take a daily interest in the news, you surely are familiar with the notion of "Duality", a description 

of the whole by emphasizing the differences between the parts that make up the sum. Politician A fights 
Politician B. Country A has a beef against leader B. But C was such a bad dictator and had to be disposed of, 

even though we didn't find any Weapons of Mass Destruction. Struggle, War, Fear, Terror.

Sadly the news in the mass media is nearly 100% made up of this kind of "news". The best thing to do is to 

block it out. Neither party is right. In case of war or Warrior speak, none of the parties has the right to be 
"right". Who accepts the truth, embraces the opponent and forgives him.

It's time to find a way out of this duality. As far as I can tell it can be done with a Trinity.
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Part 2. Rainbow Trading

Introduction

An important lesson is "letting go", this means being able to literally let go and forget about it. I kept the 

whole "ekonism" in a box and on an old website for a few years. Until I told Suzanne everything about it, and 
as it turned out, there was somebody who wanted to get a grasp of the idea. We changed the concept a bit, 

because people don't really want yet another "-ism", and rightfully so.

The symbolism is a bit too vague as well, it could be a bit more concrete. One Sunday morning we adapted the 

whole thing and "Rainbow Trading" saw the light of day. To fully understand this I will first explain how 

colours work.

Everybody's heard about the primary colours, red yellow and blue. With these three colours you can make all 

the other colours. Paint filters light, the more colours paint you throw together the darker, browner it gets. 

When you use coloured light instead of paint, you use another set of primary colours.

(Computer)screens, televisions, cameras and projectors use red, green and blue. Also the colours in a website 

are these same three colours. Using these three colours you can make all colours the human eye can see.

Black-and-white is a lot easier. When you draw a picture and save it in the grey-mode, you only store the 

amount of white in each point. The more, the whiter. No white, all black, max. white, all white. All greys are a 

balance between those extremes.

In the RGB-colour system you use three values, a single one for each of the colours red, green and blue. In a 

black and white system there's only one single grey-value. This reminds me of the way money works.

Imagine, you live in a world that places value on "height". The higher something is, the more value it 

possesses . It can be beautiful or ugly, edible or poisonous, round or square and high or low. Energy-

rich or energy-poor. Alive or dead. Recyclable or non recyclable.

In the example the height is the only factor that determines value. The rest doesn't matter. A 

keyboard is rather low, about 5cm. Just a bit cheaper than a tennis ball. A racket falls down and lies 
flat and so is cheaper than a keyboard. A pair of golden earrings is even cheaper, because they are 

lower.

Do you understand this vision? All values are flattened to a single value meter. This value, height is not really 

important to us, but who are we to judge someone else's values?

Our own value system, money, is just as primitive. All values are flattened to a single value, one dimension, 

it's money-value. This we call black and white money; of all the values that we present originally, only one is 
fixed and kept. Just like black and white photography and B&W TV.
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We would get a lot further if, just like with colours, we 

had three separate values: one for red, one for green 
and one for blue. Then we have three dimensions, 

three completely different things that are not to be 
mixed up. If you want to know how big a cube is, you don't add height, width and length!

We will come to the meaning of the colours later. For now, when you use this system, you find out that 
"more" isn't "better. We are looking for balance, equilibrium. This is easier to find if you use less energy (red) 

and recycle everything (green). That's easily done if you co-operate. Instead of the classical commercial down 

stream we use the economic cycle so recycling is incorporated right from the start. This way the whole 

economical game shifts. Ale rules are re-written. This we call Rainbow Trading: trading together under the 

Rainbow.
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The RGB unit of  

currency  is a 

system where the 

price of everything 

is represented with 

the colours red, 

green and blue.



Rainbow Trading

What follows is a philosophical summary of the most important point that make up the base of Rainbow 
Trading. You can't take out "the juicy bits" and leave in the hard stuff… It's take-it-or-leave-it package.

This package isn't really open to discussion. It's like the seed of a tree… Small, yet big enough to contain all 
the necessary elements to grow. You have a say in where to put the tree, you can choose the earth you plant it 

in, how to prune it, these are the topics we treat in the third section, like tax and insurance. We can differ in 

opinion and that's OK. This way you can choose universal Rainbow Trading, yet give it your own "meaning".

Everything lives, everything is nature

Everything alive has a beginning and an end. Everything that goes on living, 

lives in a cycle. Because of the cycles, generations can succeed one another.

This is true for man and animals, but also for plants. It's even true for minerals, planets and stars. Their life 

cycles are longer than ours and these life forms are often considered as non-living. They are not built of the 

same elements we are, carbon, water and oxygen. But so what? These elements are nothing more than a 

vehicle for energy.

Because we know they have a beginning and an end, they are alive.

The Truth

There is only One Truth, but it can be known 

in very many forms.

We, as human beings only need to investigate this truth. It's not about who has the "absolute truth", Nobody 

has. Everybody is subordinate to the truth and the story, the point of view of each and every human being 
contributes to this truth to the same amount.

There's an old Dutch saying we use when two people are fighting about "who is right" … the truth will be 
somewhere in the middle. This is only a part of the truth, the truth is a duality of both points of view. Both are 

right, from their point of view.

The unit

A unit is the smallest part that can't be divided without losing the whole.

The potato, man and bicycle are units. Also Rainbow Trading is a unit. You can't just take out parts because 
they suit you.
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The whole can be divided using a duality or a trinity. We are familiar with 

duality, right/ wrong, good/bad,  left/right, more/less and black and white. 
The Yin-Yang symbol teaches us that dual partners can't live without their 

counterparts.

Rainbow Trading prefers a trinity. A trinity keeps the unit.

Trinity 

All trinities are the same

It doesn't matter whether you chose the trinity Red-Green-Blue or another 

trinity. In this case:

Red: Energy.

Light, Life, Love, Warmth, work, Plants, animals, seeds, people  

and arts.

Red grows during life and diminishes towards the end, just like the sun rises, turns at its highest point and 

sets again. Red is the heath of the stove, the light of a lamp, the force of a shot and the love of your wife.

Green: living matter. Everything that gets recycled.

 You find green in food, water, earth, compost. Green is the building material of life, the 

Earth's womb, your cradle and your grave. Green is the leaf on a tree, even if it's yellow the 

day it falls. Green is the pure rain water. Green is the manure you spread on the land.

Blue: all matter that's been taken out of its life cycle and isn't  

deliberately recycled.

Usually substances are released, or dumped, in the air or in the water. Sometimes these substances are 
imported from far away so it doesn't automatically return in the same cycle. Blue is the colour of water, 

pumped up from deep beneath the Earth's surface, blue is also the colour of the garbage bag , taken away to 
be incinerated. Blue is the colour of exhausts, because we burn a lot more oil than the planet makes new oil.

Now you know the meaning of the colours and I'm sure you will have noticed that the colours have been 
based on the difference between energy and matter on one hand and matter on the other and the division 

between closed and open cycles. But when we want to calculate, we need a base. After all, how long is a 
meter?
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Sun flower oil

The energy in 100 gram sunflower oil we consider 1 Red. That is 3400 kJ or 810 kCal. The substance we 

reckon as 1 Green. When you change the oil chemically into non-biodegradable plastic, or you render it unfit 
for recycling in any other way, the substance is reckoned as 1 Blue.

Balance

Looking for long and short time equilibrium and balance is the goal, the road 

to success.

You can recognise balance by the long-term, dynamic equilibrium 

between Red, Green and Blue. Every year the balance is made up and 

debts are reset to 0. But, all transactions and the yearly totals will be 

stored and publicly available. It doesn't make any sense to accumulate 
debts. The unbalance became clear a long time ago. We only need to 

know and acknowledge the unbalance, not to rectify it.

When you use the ordinary Gregorian calendar, you will probably 

choose 31 December or 30 June. If you use a 13 moon calendar, keep 
July 25 as a date, it's a holiday by the name of "day outside of time". 

[Toonen].

Money in the production chain.

Let's go back to the base of our present economical system. The 

production chain. In the picture you see that products are traded from 

raw materials to consumer. The products travel one way, while money 

goes the opposite direction (up stream). In this figure, products go up 

and money goes down in the production chain.

The picture uses pie charts which show which portion of the "consumer 

price" is being paid. Obviously the consumer pays the most, the 
shopkeeper keeps a part, de manufacturer also keeps a part and the rest 

goes to the suppliers of Raw materials. This model is obviously a 
simplified representation because in real life there isn't a product which 

has such a simple production column. But it works as a model.. 

[Toonen].

Colours in the economic cycle.

Now we have seen how Euros (or dollars, Yen….) move in an economic 

cycle, we also want to know how Red, Green and Blue money moves. 
The notion of a circle is just as elementary as the notion that Earth 

revolves around the Sun and not the other way round. It might take a 
while before you see the picture. On the other hand, once you got it, you 

don't need this book any more. Reality gives a clearer insight than a 

theoretical model.
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In Figure 2 we see the same players in the production 

chain, from the supplier of raw materials to the producer 
to the retailer to end consumer. The destructor or 

reducer is a new player. The destructor destroys the 
waste-stream that comes from the consumer and 

converts it back to original Raw Material. This can be 

collection of used glass, paper or tins. It can be collection 

and composting of organic waste. In any case the 

destructor closes the cycle.

Thanks to the reducer or destructor we can close the 

cycle. The result is that raw materials and the material in 

the product are valued as "green". We don't need Blue 
yet. In this cycle, the value of green is 100%, because all 

materials are recycled.

The easiest way yo accomplish this is if a producer 

decides to become the main reducer as well. This 
situation is often used in the Cradle to Cradle business 

paradigm, a way to bring nature into business. For 

now, we will continue to bring economics into nature.  

The Cradle to Cradle concept is further explained in the 

last part of this book. 

The value of "Red" varies during the lice cycle just like 

the value in Euro's varies in a traditional down stream. 

Raw materials don't have any or very little energy. The 

manufacturer adds a lot to this value and the consumer pays the full price in Red.

In Figure 2 products travel clock wise while RGB coins travel counter clock.

The pie charts are used here to give the idea, as is usual in models. The real price will be determined in real 

life. In principle the "Red" value at the beginning and end of the cycle is "nil" or very low. Just like the Sun 

rises , gets to its peak height at noon, and sets at the end of the day.
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How does Blue get in?

It gets a bit more complicated when a product or part of a 

product no longer gets recycled. Then Blue enters the 
picture. Blue takes over part of the role of Green. Green is 

used for matter (read weight) that's inside the cycle. Blue is 
what you pay when you know this matter leaves the cycle. 

In both cases you measure the weight. 100 grams is either 1 
Green or 1 Blue. Someone always carries the brunt, some 

one ends up being responsible for a product getting out of 

the cycle. Someone who's stuck with Blue and has a 

shortage of Green.

In the following example we pretend the consumer is 

responsible for half the non-recycled product, the other 

half is recycled. Apparently the consumer made the choice 

to use the product in such a way it couldn't be recycled any 
more.

We see an extra player in the next picture, the Blue Pile. 
This is a virtual participant. The Blue Pilre represents all 

garbage dumps,  incinerator and other place where waste is 
dumped into the environment. Whenever it's outside the 

cycle, it becomes Blue. In this case the reducer bought the 

waste product of the consumer for R0 G 1/2 B 1/2.  The 

consumer paid R 1 G 1 B 0 when he bought the product. This means that the consumer is stuck with an end 

balance R-1 G-1/2 B1/2.  The deficit in Red can be made up for through labour, as usual, but the loss of Green 

can't be recovered.

That is exactly how things work in the present reality, when a product gets out of the cycle, it can't be 

compensated for either. The off balance stays in the books, until the waste is cleared or an equal amount of 

matter, with the same weight, is re-introduced into the cycle form outside the cycle.

The combination of the use of these colours and the way they behave in the cycle gives you a clear idea of 

reality when it comes to energy and the recycling ratio. When we compare to the down stream again we see 

there is no connection between price and cycles or energy. In fact, money "promotes" the destruction of raw 
materials and energy. The model shown here is a, in a "model" sense" almost perfect solution for the 

"internalizing" of environmental cost. But to be able to use it we need to respect some rules of conduct, some 
basic "life-laws" which we will look into before we go to examples with numbers.

Respect the Cycle

People organize themselves in cycles which have "space" for everybody. Nobody has the exclusive rights to the 

middle of the circle. All production processes are organized in a cycle, otherwise they can't make up an 

organism that produces an organic end product. This means that recycling and de-construction is taken into 

account at production.

Neglecting to recycle is not "a capital crime" but is merely indicated with the colour Blue instead of Green.

Watch out for Smurfs!
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If you only get products that are "Blue", you run the risk of collecting so much Blue that you change, as a 

manner of speaking, into a Smurf.

When your property has run out of fertility,  you can't cultivate any vegetables, you are a Smurf. Your animals 

won't be fed and your children will go hungry. You will depend on your neighbours. They will help you, unless 
they have become Smurfs themselves.

Responsibility and transfer

There is no possession in Rainbow Trading. The Earth is the Earth and all its inhabitants can equally claim to 

use it. Everybody born on this planet is "earthling" and has the same rights. Every Earthling can get the 

responsibility for certain goods, fields, animals. But this is not "property", because there is no monopoly.

The responsibility can be transferred in a "trade transaction". The place of goods can change, but there is no 

notion of possession.

Compare it to the situation with your children, they're your children, true enough, but you don't "possess" 

them. You can't do anything you want with them because they are independent, worthy beings.

Openness and transparency

The complete truth can only be known when there is complete transparency. The common situation and the 

individual situation can only be known when all data about all transactions are public access.

Time, space and money

Labour can't be measured in time, only in space. For example in the case of transport speed isn't the issue but 

rather how much labour, or force, effort, is needed: Fast or slow both require the same amount of power. That 

is a physical law. The faster the transport, the more energy is needed, often leading to waste. Slower is more 

economical, however, we want or tomatoes to get there fresh. Deciding the ideal mode of transport is the 

trick.

Time is Art

A Maya-wisdom that could also mean: being on time is the art. This also means in any case that time isn't 

money.

Space is money

The Sun irradiates the entire Earth and it's up to this Earth to catch and store this energy. This is done in the 

form of Life. The more space something takes up, the more energy it captures, the more Red it turns.

So it's essential to make optimal use of the Earth's surface. Optimal means in our case: Energy-producing. 
Plants, Life. Fields produce Red, food. Forests are life, so Red. Useful. Distribution centres, roads and offices 

also take up space, but do not produce energy. This is not affordable. The surface built up with lifeless objects 

shall diminish to smaller, more reasonable, balanced proportions.
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Patents and discoveries

All information is available for free. Even "inventions" are nothing more than a discovery of an already 

existing universal law and don't belong to the person who discovers it first. Patents and discoveries are not 
recognized as an individual right, but rather as a common responsibility.

Law and politics

All rules have to be accepted by the circles, Bigger circles have the option to adopt the same rules. Rules are 

basically decided from the bottom upwards. Everybody agrees in principle to those rules, otherwise no deal..

When there is no agreement about a decision, talks continue until an 

agreement is reached.

There are no rules "from the top down". A majority cannot force it's will to a minority. The whole idea of 

hierarchy is no longer valid and is replaced with a circle where everybody has their place.

Examples of prices and transactions

It takes some time getting used to the idea of the colours. Probably you are used to confound price in Euros 

with intrinsic value. That price gives a very simplified image of reality.

You will have to learn to think "product cycle". Is the cycle closed? How much energy is needed to make the 

product? How much energy is released in the decomposition after death of the product? How much energy is 

needed to start up the process of decomposition?

When you can answer these questions, or at least have a frame of reference, you can say something about 

"Value". In real life it could be that your community elects to adopt a demand and supply price model. Then 

the market decides, just like now. There are also tables available to give you a fairly accurate picture.

If you are used to haggling about a price, you can continue to do so within Rainbow Trading. It's up to you. 

The only thing that changes is that you use a currency unit of three instead of one. And, every currency has its 

own meaning, based on universal energy in sunflower oil. But later more about this. First a couple examples 
about the colours themselves.

The following examples are about the combination of colours which form a price of a product. You have the 
choice between several alternatives, each at its own price. 

Example: Transport

For each mode of transport there is a price
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Bicycle: Red and Green, the food you eat.

A car uses Red and Blue, and you use a lot more than a 

bicycle.

A plane uses the same , Red and Blue, but a lot more.

As a matter of fact a bicycle is a lot cheaper, see table 1 on page 25. There you can find the correct ratios. 

Example: The bottle

You set up a business selling home made sunflower, corn and hemp oil. Which type of bottle are you going to 

use?

A cardboard, milk carton style packaging. Plastic and 

cardboard are fused together, so they can't be recycled 
any more.

New glass contains max. 50% recycled glass. So a max. 
recycling of 50%, but it has a higher energy cost 

because of recycling.
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An earthenware jug is heavier and takes more energy 

to make. But the earth can be recycled.

These examples deliberately don't use numbers. They're just used to give you a feeling for the colours. The 

size of the circles is enough of an indicator.

To make it more concrete, there is a list of commonly used 

foodstuffs and their nutritional value. This is the amount of 

energy released at combustion. This is a nice starting point to 

give you an idea of the amount of energy that was put into the 
foodstuffs in the first place to produce them. When a foodstuff 

costs more energy than it yields, it's not profitable. This doesn't 
mean it's bad, it's just not profitable. When in need, eliminate 

these non-profitable products first, and go on from there. In 
real life this will mean that prices of "animal" products like 

meat and fish are way too low. Also products like cheese, butter 

and milk are higher, but to a lesser extreme. To calculate the 

exact value of the various products, you need to look at the 

costs, or, the food the animal needs. In the case of fish, you have 

to calculate the so-called by-catch. There is also a price to the 

fish used as fish feed in fish farming.

Energy yield of foodstuffs

The energy in 100 grams of sunflower oil is used as an index.

1 Red = 3400 kJ = 810 kCal.

We chose to divide the scale in 8 parts, strawberries and peppers fall into scale 1 and the oil itself into scale 8. 

Also, the lowest and highest partitions are only half as high as the others, so the divisions 2 till 7 each 
represent 1/7 of the index, 485 kJ.

This is an arbitrary scale, but the same goes for scales to measure wind (Beaufort), earthquakes (Richter) and 
temperature (Celsius, Fahrenheit, Kelvin). Eventually the main thing is that the scale is workable. Time will 

tell.

The table gives a clean division, Similar products are in the same scale. Notice that things like transport, 

packaging or processing aren't included. We only reckon the energy of the product itself.

Scale From 2 (kJ) To (kJ) Examples of foodstuffs. Energy within the 
product, nutritional value

RGB

1 0 242

apples, beer, beet, carrots, cauliflower, cabbage, 
cherries, cucumbers, peppers, pears, leek, rhubarb, 
radishes, strawberries,oranges, lettuce, string beans, 
spinach, sprouts, yoghurt, blackberries.

R1/8 
G1
B0

2 Per 100 gram product. source: BINAS
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Food return on Energy Investment

Today's food-industry requires lots of 

energy. Food actually is an energy 
container of solar energy, but agri-

industry requires far more energy than 

just to grow plants. Transport, cooling, 

heating of greenhouses, industrial 

processing and the use of pesticides and 

artificial fertilisers require about 10 times 
the energy of the food it delivers. A unit 

of meat and fish require about eight units 
of grains, which is used as nutrition for 

the cattle and cultivated fish populations.



Scale From  (kJ) To (kJ) Examples of foodstuffs. Energy within the 
product, nutritional value

RGB

2 243 728
Potatoes, bananas, peas, veal, chestnuts, chicken, eggs. 
whole milk, breast milk (human), cow's liver, fish.

R2/8
 G1
 B0

3 719 1214
Brown bread, brown beans, green peas, boiled ham , 
raisin bread, fries, whole meal bread, rye bread, ice 
cream, beef, pork, white bread

R3/8
 G1
 B0

4 1215 1700
Rusk, brown sugar, honey, cheese (mature, whole milk) 
liver sausage, rice, whipped cream, white

R4/8
 G1
 B0

5 1701 2185 -

6 2186 2671
hazelnuts, milk chocolate (bar), peanuts, sunflower 
seeds.

R6/8
 G1
 B0

7 2672 3157

margarine, butter. R 7/8 

G1
 B0

8 3158 3400
Tallow, bacon, sunflower oil. R 1

 G1
 B0

Most other kinds of kitchen oil e.g. olive oil and sesame seed oil, contain a bit more or less energy depending 

on the brand. Olive oil and sesame seed oil belong to category 9, because of their powerful 3700 kJ per 100 

grams. Well over sunflower oil. They will be slightly more expensive in the shops. No doubt they were more 

energy-expensive at production.

Oil is an essential product in the kitchen. Also as a fuel oil and her derivatives like petrol and petroleum are 

part of our "normality" as fuels.

Unlike with food we will never know exactly how much energy it took to make many of these energy sources. 

Especially mineral products that are mined. Luckily the Binas tables just give the exact combustion per liter 

value. The values from Binas have been recomputed to contain the energy per 100 gram. This is unusual 

when we deal with petrol, because now we are used to measure this fuel in liters, but you'll get used to it. 
Anyway, a lot of substances are 1litre/1kilo. Check it out for yourself.
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Scale Examples of fuels. Energy return on 
combustion

Red

1

2

3 peat R 3/8 

4 wood R 4/8 

5 brown coal, methylated spirits R 5/8

6 methanol, ethanol R 6/8

7 alcohol, hard coal R 7/8 

8 Sun Flower Oil Reference Index R 8/8

9 natural gas R 9/8

10 petrol, butane , oil (reference TOE) R 10/8

11 acetylene, propane R 11/8

12

13

14 diesel R 14/8

It's remarkable how our daily fuels are a lot more energy-rich than sunflower oil. From scale 8. We also see 

that the Swedes who commonly use spirit to cook when on holiday have to wait a lot longer for their food to 
be cooked. The popular Campingaz brand sells butane and nowadays the more powerful propane. Truck 

drivers and sales representatives will no doubt recognize the power of diesel. The huge potential of this fuel is 

almost double (14/8) of sunflower oil. In Euro's petrol is more expensive than Diesel, in Red diesel is 40% 

more expensive.

The value for oil in scale 10 is based on another standard, Ton of Oil Equivalent (TOE). This is an industry 

standard of 41,868 GJ per ton. This is the same as 1.23 times the energy in 1000 kilograms of sunflower oil. 

The difference is only 2% That means that all products should be in the same scale as in the sunflower oil 

index.

A more accurate scale is possible to split up the vegetables in scale 1 

into vegetables 1/8, 1/16 and 1/32 of the index. It remains to be seen 

if this makes sense or only contributes to make things more complex. 

For now we didn't go into that question. We're already happy when 
we can illustrate the difference between Red, Blue and Green and are 

able to separate energy-rich from energy-poor products. Splitting 
energy poor products from even more energy-poor products doesn't 

seem relevant at this stage, and so it's not worth the trouble of 
calculating.

This table only shows an R-value. In contrast to food these fuels 
aren't really recyclable, considering you burn fuel. When we talk 

about bio-ethanol, it's recyclable and so Green 1. The other fuels are 

in principle Blue 1.
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Energy return on Investment 

(EROI)

Oil derivatives such as petrol and 

diesel also require lots of energy 

during production. This energy is 

used for exploration, extraction, 

transport, storage and processing. 

Due to Peak Oil, oil extraction has 
become more energy consuming. 

The EROI has decreased from 1:100 
to 1:12 - 1:18 today. To compensate 

for EROI in the price, we can use 
this rule of thumb: simply add R 

1/8. 



At the shops

The easiest example is farmer's market, a shop that doesn't only 

sell but cultivated what they sell. Only the Red/Green ratio is 
indicated, because everybody understands that the cultivation is 

100% organic and so there is no Blue. We don't even need a "per 
pound" indication either.

Potatoes 2/8 means that per 100 grams of potatoes 2/8 Red is 
asked. A kilo of potatoes is therefore 20/8 Red and 10 Green. We 

only reckon in eights, to make it as easy as possible. Also, there is 
no need to indicate the weight (as in 2 Euro/kilo) , because the 

weight and the Green value are 1/1, and you extrapolate the Red 

value from the ratio.

A customer buys a given amount of products. In a note book the 

cashier makes the following calculations:

Product R/G 
Price

R G B

5 kg potatoes 2/8 100/8 50 0

600 g endives  1/8  6/ 8 6 0

1 liter sunflower oil (1l = 1kg) 8/8 80/8 10 0

Total 186/8 = 23 66 0

There are a few things that come to light in this price list. Let's take a look at the products. The potatoes 

contain almost the same amount as the oil. Remarkable because the potatoes are 5x as heavy. A look at the 

price explains a lot.

We continue the calculation in eights until the total. This reduces the margin of error, and it doesn't take that 

much extra effort. It's relatively easy to learn to divide by eight, because if you can't do it, just divide by two, 

again by two and again by two.

A lot of people try to add up the totals in RGB to each other: R 23 + G 66 = 89 RGB. That would really be 

handy, because it makes it easy to convert back to the Euro. But the question remains… Can you deduce the 

amount of energy and recyclables in 99RGB? Try it!

Payment

Now we know the total, R 23 G 66 B 0, payment can be made in a number of ways. Keeping an "account" is 

the easiest when dealing with regular customers. The customer can sign off for their acquisitions. At the end 

of the month or week the shopkeeper enters all the data into an online payment system, and amounts are 

transferred from one account to another.

Another possibility is payment "in cash". Then you need printed paper money or coins. That's cumbersome, 

so we could use cheques. This cheque is also "cashed in" via the online payment system. This is handy if we're 

dealing with a "once-off" customer who doesn't have an account. In the chapter about money creation we will 

come back to this.
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Figure 4: Price list of a Green 
Grocer. No need to even mention the  

weight.



Playing shop is relatively easy. When we look at entire industries, it gets quite a bit more 

complicated. Soon have to deal with several products "that belong to each other" and the 
story gets very complex.

The production cycle of vegetable oil

Economists dream in their economy often about macro, meso and micro-level. We already 

saw some examples of micro level, such as the choice of mode of transport and the price 

list at the farmer's market. The next level is the meso-level, the production cycle. On this 

level, companies work together to make the final product. In our example we deal with the 
production of vegetable oil.

We are in charge of one hectare of land, that is, 100 x 100 meter. We presume that, in our 
region, we can harvest 1400 kg of seeds. 1400 kg = R 14.000. One tenth will be used as 

seed stock in the following season.

The pips contain, according to the table, 2435 kJ per 100 grams, or 6/8. 

We deliver mostly to a number of presses in our vicinity. We could do it ourselves, but for 
argument's sake, we sell it.

Together with our clients we agrees to market the oil at R1 G1 B0 standard 

price. We cultivate organically, without the use of pesticides or chemical 

fertilizer. Our sunflowers yield enough for a yield of about 600 kg oil. At the 
agreed price that means R6000 G6000 B0, the rest is pulp and is recycled. 

This way we close the circle of materials and the Green currency.

The consumer occupies an important role in the cycle, because they buy 

and use the oil. In principle we only reckon with compost toilets, so none of 

that matter is lost and the consumer gets the paid green back in their 

wallets. If you think this ludicrous, you probably aren't aware of any 

possible problem with the nutritional value of our daily food.

Market prices are set by taking standards in price of the final product or the 

separate products. When en energetic value is unknown, the people 

involved have to agree to a reasonable division. Only when they agree, they 

can market a product together.

Money creation

A lot of parts of Macro economy become irrelevant in Rainbow Trading. The whole phenomenon should be 

rewritten.  If you have a background in economy, I must congratulate you with your persistence reading this 

book as far as you have. From here on it gets worse, we're going to talk about money creation and money 

destruction.

A lot of people think money begins its life when they take it out of the ATM. Taking out money of your bank 

account does not mean you "create" money in that instant. That money was already sitting on your account, 

so it originated earlier. But the money on your account has to come from somewhere? "My employer!" I can 
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hear you think. And he gets it from his customers. Right. But where did money start its voyage? When did it 

appear on someone's account for the first time?

According to the Belgian-American professor Bernard Lietaer [liet2001] there are two possibilities. The first 
is the case of mutual credit.

Mutual Credit

When using mutual credit one person sells something to another, both bank account balances change. The 

total of all bank balances should be zero, in principle. There is no money in circulation; all the money is 

virtual, on paper or electronic. This system can easily be introduced on the Internet, and no doubt it will be.

We used the same system in the student flat where I lived for years. Everybody had their own account at the 

kitty. When you paid for bread or dinner, you wrote it down. You could also settle internal payments. Say that 

you borrowed 10Euros, you add it to the lender and subtract it from the borrower. This way the total end 

balance is not influenced by an internal settlement.

This method of mutual credit works very well. It should be possible to introduce this scheme on the Internet. 

Preparations to this end have started. Keep up to date via www.kleureneconomie.nl, the Stichting 

Kleureneconomie Rainbow Trading Foundation) website.

Printed money

The other way starts with printing paper money and minting coins. An old problem in the Capitalist (black 
and white) economy is that when there is too much money on the market, it loses its money. This problem is 

nonexistent in Rainbow Trading. You plan ahead based on the expected harvest and use that base to create 

money.

We use the traditional Mayan "Day outside of time": July 25 for money creation and destruction. This day our 

Sun is aligned with Sirius in Orion, our nearest point of calibration in the time-space dimension. Our stellar 
clock heralds the new year then. You've already understood… Together with the money system we also reform 

the calendar, but that choice is up to you. If you use the Gregorian Calendar, I think December 31 or June 30 

are good dates.

July 25 the sun flowers are nearly ripe to be harvested and the farmer says: I think I can harvest 1400 kilos of 

seed this year. He agrees with the oilman and they set the price for 60kilograms of oil at R6000 G6000 B0. In 

the same way baker miller or other farmers make price agreements about the cycles of grain and bread. Also 

the hop farmer and brewer make their planning.

The evening of 25/7 all representatives of all (production)cycles gather and count their blessings. (rare zin 

met bijbetekenis in Engels, weet niet of je dit bewust zo wil houden, R)

That moment, form the bottom up, the planning of our village tor the following year is born.
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Product R G B

oil (**) 6.000 6.000 0

bread (*) 12.000 16.000 0

beer (*) 6.000 8.000 0

+ =

24.000 30.000 0

(**) real number
(*) fictional number

The total turnover of the village is R24000 G3000 B0.

The village knows, approximately, what the total profit will be. The incomes of all villagers will be precisely R 

24000  Organic waste, water and other recyclers will have to process G 30000. In this case a community of 
ten villagers can generate annual income of R 2400 per person or 6 per day. Not a lot, but the available space 

is limited!

All other products are procured in neighboring villages that each have their own specialty, apart from bread. 

E.g. horses, cheese, wine, whatever…

The villagers will obviously spend money. They assume that all the money will circulate 1 x month, so they 

need to create R2000 G2250 B0. They can either print the money using a basic printer or keep a simple 

bookkeeping that regulates the mutual credit. This administration can be kept online, using the internet, or 

on paper in a ledger.

All this trouble to make a plan for the whole village, is something they'd probably have to do anyway. In an 

Every man for himself economy, you don't have to reckon with your neighbor, but if you have to survive with 

what you can produce…

Limits

The given example is rather limited, so let's examine them closer.

You will have noticed that the earnings are rather slim for farmer and oilman, but that is what you get when 

you only have 0.5 hectare per person. A fair earth-share according to the Ecological Footprint is around 1.8 
hectares per person. In Holland the space used amounts to 3. We are used to too much luxury, we use up 

more than we should. The inventors of the Footprint try to make you feel guilty in order to get you to take 
some positive action. Ask yourself… What happens if all those football fields (out there in Elsewhereia) I need 

to keep up my lifestyle, all of a sudden no longer are available to me? 

You can find out more about this Footprint in the chapter Rainbow Trading and other alternatives.

The given examples was deliberately disfigured, because the Blue-part is zero, and that is an unrealistic 
situation. The goal of the example was to show how to determine the cost price of products in Red. There are 

no typical Blue products, like natural gas, plastics and imported goods, in the example.
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So this example is far from ideal. No problem. I gladly leave other examples to reality when they come up. The 

examples I can think up behind my desk, with a bit of help of tables and publications, can't attain the same 
level of accuracy of real specialists in the field. Probably my figures using sunflower oil are so inaccurate that 

a specialist isn't convinced. That's why I invite the experts to determine the value.

In a nutshell

To determine a "right" price, you're dealing with:

• your partners with whom you make up your production cycle

• The energy (kJ) in the product , or the energy released at the end of the product life. Food, composting, 

incineration).

• The amount of material (kg) that is to be recycled, according to agreements with your partners..

• the amount of material that can't be recycled because no partners could be found.

I took tables for the nutritional value of food, because in principle the amount of energy released by the food 
in the body is the same as the amount of energy stored by the plant and the sun. There is also a big part of the 

plant that isn't eaten, e.g. leaves and stems of the potatoes plant. These parts are not counted in the values, 

This energy will be released on the compost heap as heat. If you can use that energy, you can include it in 

your "wealth". If you don't do anything with it, this energy is lost. Not really lost, because this heat is needed 

for composting!

Cultivating plants and transport also take energy. This wasn't incorporated. Depending on the agricultural 

techniques used and the way of life, the production costs can vary between 1/10 of the yield to 10x the yield. 

This is the difference between our way of life and permaculture. Before we can understand this balanced way 

of life, we have to investigate our own way of life.

The Blue heap

In our modern way of life we produce an enormous amount of waste. Either at production level , transport or 
electricity.

Say that you, as entrepreneur, press sunflower oil. To press this oil you have to buy expensive filters from 

France, because that's where the best filters come from. You need new filters every year because the plastic 
gets torn. The factory doesn't take the used filters back. So you throw them on a heap in the back of your plot. 

You send the manufacturer an angry letter because you don't know what to do with all those heaps of used 

filters. The only alternative is to sell them to the destructor of the incinerator , who will give you Blue in 

return.

The pile keeps growing. The stuff isn't degradable. The acquisition of these filers are beginning to weigh on 

your budget. Because, even though the filters aren't re-usable, the factory wants to be paid in Green. Their 

reasoning is: We buy our raw materials with Green, so we want Green for our products, otherwise our books 

don't balance.

This seems a ridiculous example, but any example where the end-product can't be recycled, will give you the 
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same result, the same problem. The producer looks at what he buys and the buyer looks at his waste, and they 

both say THEY are right. But who is right?

It's not about the finding the person breaks

 the cycle, it's about who restores it.

There is no "destructor" who buys the stuff for Green. The manufacturer can't or doesn't want to buy it back 

for Green. Anybody who buys the product, chooses to go down a road without escape.

So we'll have to count Blue. Whoever handles the raw materials thus that they can't be recycled, is heaping up 
Blue.

This Blue heap means that you buy in Green, but sell in Blue. Inevitably you'll get a shortage of Green, and 

indeed, a surplus of Blue. Whoever chooses to stop recycling, gets stuck with Blue. What are the 
consequences?

You can't go bankrupt in Rainbow Trading, and you can borrow Green somewhere. But your books are 

available for whoever wants to see them via the Internet. You will be under moral obligation to produce more 
environmentally friendly. If you are prepared to improve your production processes, slowly but surely, the 

community will be prepared to fund you. The Blue you still produce is forgiven, but if you don't show any 

goodwill to improve this situation, people will criticize you.

Anybody with a bit of entrepreneurial feeling takes a look at their business. OhOh, I'm stuck with a bunch of  

products for which I can't find a destructor. Before long I'll turn into a Smurf!

That is why it's important to find each other. Constructor, consumer and destructor. It's possible to live like 

this, because people have been doing it for years. It's called Permaculture.

Permaculture

Permaculture is a contraction of permanent and agriculture. It means that the land should always be under 

cultivation and never left fallow. But it goes a lot further than that.

Permaculture is Bill Mollison's brain child. In Permaculture, the designer's manual, his explanation is thus: 

He realized the forest was constantly producing, only using energy of the sunlight and a fertile soil. 

There is no extra energy input and no waste.

This system thought is also at the base of the Enschede Vision, a document written by young engineers that 

was the base for the design of Rainbow Trading. Permaculture and Rainbow Trading have the seam 

ideological base. We can say that this type of agriculture and the economic system were made for each other. 

Optimal energy use, closed cycles and co-operation are principles both share.
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On the road to Rainbow Trading

I am convinced that Rainbow Trading is a much better system quality wise than Capitalism. The trouble is 

that of course acceptation, RT is practically unknown. Worldwide there are about 100 people that have heard 

about it. And none of those has any practice with RT, so far it's only theory. Practice yet has to be "born.

The long-term possibilities are enormous. The moment communities start using their own means of 

production and market their products themselves, offer their man power via Rainbow Trading and trade on a 

small scale with communities elsewhere in the world, their surroundings no doubt will see the result.

I am not making any promises, but I reckon that unemployment will be a thing of the past . Incapacity for 

work will be half of what it is now, because the quieter pace makes it more agreeable to work. Living like a 

prince. Less mileage in the car, the chickens around your house bring you at least as much happiness. But 

how to get there? 

Step 1. Interest

Are you interested in trying this new Rainbow Trading?, continue to step 2. No interest? Open any page in 

this book and start reading.

Step 2. Motivation

Write down what you are looking for in Rainbow Trading? What is it you want? Check the boxes you 

recognize.

1.   A happier, more balanced life

2.   More time for .................................

3.   A meaningful use of your time

4.   Giving in to your idealistic self

5.   Offering your product line on a new market.

6.   Paying a debt to your conscience

7.   Set up a small business with your Foster Parents / Foster child in a faraway country

8.   Become good friends with the neighbors

9.   A quiet, beautiful place to live

10. Switching to a spiritual life taking your distance from materialism

11. Good food from your own (or your neighbors) garden
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12. Turn your hobby into your job

13. Set an example to the neo-capitalistic market economy and globalization.

14. Do away with bureaucracy, rules and forms..............................................

Step 3: Registration

When our internet-programs are completed, you can register online to join in. All you need is a name (you 

make one up) and an email address. All other data are optional.

Every "Earthling" participates, even though not everybody has a "profile". On your profile page you state who 

you are, what you are looking for and what you have to offer. You also can check your balance and transaction 

history. This goes for everybody. The difference is the products you ask for and what you have to offer.

If our online systems aren't ready yet, you can start with your own group of people. We'd love to help, but you 

can just as well figure it out without us!

Rainbow Trading for Entrepreneurs

It all starts with the entrepreneurs. You could set up a new business, but that is a lot of hard work. I assume 

for the moment you already have a business and you are in favor of Rainbow Trading. Now what, how to 

proceed?

You could offer part of your assortment in Rainbow Trading. If you are a greengrocer, start with those 

potatoes you get from a local farmer. Or, even better, grow your own. Kiwis and pineapples are not included 

in Rainbow Trading for the time being. Limit yourself to a limited percentage of your turnover, like 3 or 5%. 

But try to offer a few products. Of course products grown in your own region are the easiest. Often regional 

products are offered on such a small scale they're not interesting for wholesalers.

I own my own IT company and I can build you your website. But I can't supply you with computer parts. You 

will have to buy those in Euros. As long as buying is only possible in Euros, nobody will offer that product in 

Rainbow Trading.

This means that the start of Rainbow Trading will be the farming community. They work the land and sell the 

basic products. As long as they own the land, they can do as they please. Then there is the "Recycle-business", 

but that is mainly based on Blue, until their stuff gets composted and turns Green. 
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Rainbow Trading for Job seekers

There is plenty of work. Farmers are crying for people, because human labor all of a sudden became cheaper 

than those expensive machines from the Capitalist Era. Those same machines are the reason there are enough 

people sitting around at home. People that can do manual labor, people that can use their head. Everybody is 

needed. Everybody is important. Everyone is an individual. You are not a number and you are not fired at the 

age of 52 as a token of "gratitude for services rendered".

And if you are entrepreneur or jobseeker, then you are bound to be a consumer.

Rainbow Trading voor consumers

We, human beings, need food, shelter, clothes, medical care and of course love. We need a meaningful 

existence. A nice place to live and comfort, coziness. People are group animals.

Capitalism wasn't able to guarantee those basic needs for everybody. Half the planet's population is excluded. 

Also in our country there are a lot of people who are left behind. Too old, too slow, too dumb, too smart, too 

bigheaded or just bad luck.

Rainbow Trading wants to guarantee the basic needs for everybody as soon as possible. This is only possible if 

you join in in an existing circle of entrepreneurs and jobseekers. If there is no circle in your vicinity, convince 

a number of farmers and jobseekers to start one. An alternative could be that you enroll via a website.

Let's hope there will be a number of products available that now aren't readily available. Like really 

nutritional food. But also; free schools, childcare, medicine. Articles from your own kitchen. Little cheese 

factories can open their doors again, windmills will turn again, milk is bought directly from the farmer… 

Everybody can take care of a child, an elderly person, handicapped person or animal, even without the 

"necessary papers".

These products and services have been rendered impossible by economic laws and regulations. Because we 

only give up responsibility and not ownership, there is no "sale". We don't play with Euros either. The whole 

set of European, Dutch and Worldwide (UWTO) economic regulations doesn't apply. This way business, 

killed by excessive laws and regulations can flourish again. Use it to your advantage!

Rainbow Trading for groups 

The only way to get started is to start up as a group. Loose individuals can find each other via the Internet or 

incidental transactions, but you need a real group to get going.

57



Please fill in for yourself...

I don't want to give you the impression you should star a commune or a closed community in any sense.

Rainbow Trading has to be part of society in as much as possible. Everybody can join in. Nobody owns 

wisdom, neither do I , so why should I pretend?

You can think up various ways of keeping the various end balances. This is already happening and has been 

happening for thousands of years. You could use the infrastructure that we already have… or use what is to be 

put in place.

You are free to start your own website with the same software which will be used for www.rainbow-

trading.net. This way you can put the spotlight on your own community. Suppose you live in an ecovillage 

somewhere in Europe?

You can start your own online Rainbow Trade! This way you motivate the community around you to join you. 

You also keep the possibility to do business with entrepreneurs and consumers in other communities.

Registration of entrepreneurs, jobseekers, consumers and groups becomes possible the instant the website is 

opened. Even without website you can do it yourself.

Probably you aren't fully convinced about the originality of this idea. A lot of the things that I wrote down, 

have been mentioned for years now. Some things are new, but not entirely. Only the combination is new, 

taking balance and equilibrium and co-operation as starting point and at the same time it's a new economic 

unit that has the same principles. Let's see what's new and with which systems there are some similarities.
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Deel 3. Nearby Neighbours

Alternative money systems

In de afgelopen twintig jaar hebben velen zich gestort op hetzelfde onderwerp als ik. Hiervoor hebben zij ook 

verschillende motieven, maar, allen vallen net als Rainbow Trading onder duurzame ontwikkeling in het 
algemeen. Voor zover ik weet hebben ze zonder uitzondering gekozen voor 

• het enigszins aanpassen van het euro/gulden stelsel

• een nieuw stelsel gebaseerd op een enkelvoudige eenheid.

Deze afbeelding illustreert de mogelijkheden van de één-dimensionale ruimte. Zie het als volgt: 
hoe hoger, hoe beter. Hoe rijker. Hoe witter. Alle vormen van waarde worden platgeslagen tot 

deze eenvoudige schaal. Ongeacht of er dollars, euro's, kiloJoules (energie) of kilogrammen 

(massa) mee worden aangegeven.

Dimensies

Het unieke aan Rainbow Trading is dus dat wij een drievoudige eenheid, 

ofwel drie-eenheid gebruiken om waarde te beschrijven, terwijl andere 

systemen blijven hangen in de beperking van een één-dimenisionale ruimte.

Deze afbeelding geeft de veelheid van mogelijkheden van de drie-eenheid 

aan. Met de drie basiskleuren kunnen we vrijwel alle zichtbare kleuren 

mengen. Ook is er geen boven of onder, beter of slechter. Het gaat alleen om 
de balans.

Het begrip dimensie is nu al een paar keer 
langsgekomen. Het is toch van belang nog even 

aan te geven wat er eigenlijk mee bedoeld wordt. 
Het gaat hier immers om de kern van de zaak.

Elke wiskundige, logische of fysieke ruimte 
bestaat uit één of meerdere dimensies. De lijn, 

nagenoeg de eenvoudigste wiskundige ruimte, is 

één dimensionaal. De gangbare economische 

wereld leeft in principe in deze zeer eenvoudige 

ruimte. Er is alleen maar meer, minder of even 

veel.

De volgende vorm is het vlak. Dit is een twee-

dimensionale ruimte. Er is lengte en breedte. 
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Elke plek in het vlak is dus aan te geven met 2 getallen, namelijk de lengtegraad en de breedtegraad.

De kubus is een 3-dimensionaal object. Behalve lengte en breedte is er ook nog een hoogte. Je hebt nu drie 
getallen nodig om elk punt in of op de kubus aan te geven. De drie-dimensionale ruimte gebruiken we bij de 

Rainbow-Trading, want de kleuren Rood, Groen en Blauw beschouwen we elk als een dimensie.3

Voorstellen tot aanpassing

Als eerste zullen we de voorstellen bespreken die op één of andere manier een verandering van het huidige 

geldsysteem betekenen.

Statiegeld

Geld terug voor gebruikte flessen. Het lijkt zo oud als de wereld en o zo logisch. Maar het betekende een echte 

verandering van het geld-systeem: Bij aankoop van een fles cola, koop je gelijk het recht om de fles voor twee 
kwartjes terug te brengen. Een soort dubbele bedrijfskolom dus eigenlijk: de kolom van de cola en de kolom 

van de fles. In 2006 is de verplichte plastic statiegeldfles afgeschaft. De komende jaren zullen we 
kennismaken met de wegwerp-fles voor frisdranken. 

Het bestaan van de statiegeld-regeling en de afschaffing ervan geeft aan hoe afhankelijk de inzameling van 

nuttige stoffen is van de politieke waan van de dag. Recycling zit niet van begin af aan in het systeem. Het 

achteraf toevoegen betekent dat je het ook weer weg kunt halen. Precies hetzelfde is het probleem met eco-

tax.

Eco-tax

Eco-tax is een belasting op milieu-onvriendelijke producten en een lagere belasting op milieuvriendelijker 

alternatieven. 

Een mogelijkheid is om de productie van vervuiling aan te pakken. Een tweede mogelijkheid is om het 

gebruik van (niet-duurzame?) energie te belasten.

Eco-tax is nooit op aanzienlijke schaal ingevoerd. Eerder in dit boek heb ik al aangegeven waarom: het 

geldsysteem is dusdanig onstabiel dat het bij een fundamentele koerswijziging zou instorten. Dat durft 
niemand aan.

Stel dat er wel eco-tax zou zijn, dan zie ik nog enkele beperkingen. Aan het eind van elke productiecyclus heb 
je te maken met de keuze: recyclen of op de blauwberg. Als het gaat om kunststoffen die moeilijk afbreken 

dan kost het afbreken juist extra energie. Deze kosten worden meegenomen in de prijs van het product. Maar 
wat gaat de fabrikant nu doen? Wat gaat de consument doen? Zal er worden gerecycled en neemt men de eco-

tax op energie voor lief? Of laten we het afval liggen en betalen we de eco-tax op afval? Wat is de juiste 

verhouding tussen de twee eco-taxen op de fundamenteel verschillende zaken “energie” en “materiaal” ? Ze 

worden allebei gerekend in hetzelfde geld en dat maakt het moeilijk met een zinnige verhouding te komen.

Aan de structuur van de economie wordt met eco-tax niets veranderd. Aan de ene kant van de bedrijfskolom 

rijst nog steeds de afvalberg de lucht in, ditmaal enigszins weggepest met een extra tax, die een tweede 

'recycling' industrie zal aanwakkeren.

3 Ruimtes met meer dimensies zijn in principe mogelijk. Fysici hebben aangetoond dat onze wereld meer dan tien 
dimensies omvat. We herkennen er maar drie. Let erop dat de dimensies onderling geen volgorde hebben. Als je in 
een kubus zit, maakt het je niet uit of de lengte nummer 1 of nummer 2 heeft gehad van iemand die in een lager-
dimensionaal stelsel leeft. Wie het heeft over “de zesde” of “de negende” dimensie is dus onzinnig bezig. “Dat speelt 
zich af in een negen-dimensionale ruimte” is wel correct gezegd.
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De inherente dualiteit tussen energie en materie wordt dus niet meegenomen in het eco-tax concept. Toch is 

de eco-tax een goede tussenstap voor een maatschappij die overstapt naar Duurzame Ontwikkeling. Dat doe 
je om de ondernemers in geld-land wakker te schudden en bewust te maken van de noodzaak tot innoveren.

Fair Trade / Max Havelaar

Fair Trade is het handelen met kleine producenten in verre landen op basis van langdurige contracten tegen 

prijzen die boven de gangbare wereldmarkt-prijs liggen. Max Havelaar is een bekende Nederlands merk dat 

zulke producten aanbiedt. Met name koffie, thee, cacao-producten en ananas worden aangeboden.

Fair Trade is een prachtig initiatief waarvan het bestaan aantoont dat de kapitalistische markt in principe 

unfair is. Het doel van het hele spel is namelijk om zoveel mogelijk geld te verdienen. Fair-Trade spelers 

denken daar anders over en dat toont hun innerlijke kracht.

Jammer genoeg is het Fair-Trade virus weinig aanstekelijk gebleken. Het marktaandeel blijft steken rond de 

5%. Ik denk dat het komt doordat zoveel mensen in Nederland het zelf ook niet breed hebben (hoewel toch 
net iets breder dan de koffieboeren in Guatemala) en dat ze de stap naar een duurdere koffie niet durven te 

maken. De 5% kopers bestaat uit mensen met hardere principes of ruimere zakken.

In denk dat het door Fair-Trade opgebouwde netwerk uitstekend geschikt is om daarnaast onder de Rainbow 

Trading vlag te handelen. Met kleinschaligheid, een bottom-up organisatie en lange termijn-contracten met 
fatsoenlijke prijzen is het een voorbeeld voor de aanstaande gebruikers van Rainbow Trading.

Biologisch, Biologisch-Dymanisch en Eko

De afgelopen 30 jaar is er ontstellend veel belangrijk werk verricht op het gebied van de teelt van groente en 

fruit en de veehouderij: zonder gif, zonder kunstmest en diervriendelijk. Talloze keurmerken en 'labels' zijn 

het gevolg. Behalve de smaak is er immers nauwelijks een ander herkenningspunt voor het betrouwbare 

product. 

Een groot nadeel van de bio-producten is natuurlijk de prijs. In de winkel betaalt u voor een potje appelmoes 

gauw € 0,50 extra, ook al kosten de biologische appels slechts € 0,01 meer dan de conventionele, bespoten 

appelen.

Dat komt door de tussenhandel. Overal staan de prijzen onder druk en voor een kleine partij als een klein 
ecologisch appelmoes-merk rekent de potjesfabriek graag een centje extra. Dat telt flink door in de prijs in de 

winkel. Eigenlijk zijn alle productiestappen duurder, omdat er door de kleine biologische fabrikant minder 
potjes worden omgezet dan door een grote fabrikant. Hier zien we dat de bio-sector moet roeien tegen de 

stroom in, de stroom van het grote geld. De roeien waar ze het mee doen zijn de idealen, het plezier, het hart 
voor het vak en de vakmanschap.

De consument is nog niet echt overtuigd van het gelijk van biologisch. Ondanks de hogere prijs is een 
biologisch product onder het felle tl-licht in de supermarkt niet herkenbaar. Pas bij goed proeven kan het zijn 

dat de smaak opvalt. Net als bij Fair Trade blijft het marktaandeel schommelen tussen de 5% en 10%. Dat is 

teleurstellend.

Voor zowel de consument als de producent van biologisch biedt Rainbow Trading mogelijkheden. Plotseling 

wordt uw bewuste gedrag wel beloond met een gunstiger, evenwichtiger prijs. Telers die spuiten met gif 

moeten blauw rekenen. Telers die kunstmest gebruiken moeten rekenen op een forse verhoging van hun 

Rood-inkoop. De productie van kunstmest is namelijk een enorme energieslurper.

De consument ziet voortaan het verschil tussen een bio-appel en een conventionele appel direct aan de prijs: 

de bio-appel rekent geen blauw. Omdat het gif ook op de appels zit moet de teler van de conventionele appels 
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Blauw doorrekenen aan zijn klanten. Aan de hoeveelheid Blauw kunnen we de concentraties zien. En als hij 

dat niet doet?

Vanwege de transparantie van alle boekhoudingen komen we vanzelf achter de inkoop. Niet dat dat erg is. 

Nee hoor. Maar nu weten we het tenminste.

De eerste gebruikers van Rainbow Trading zullen biologische boeren en tuinders zijn. Het netwerk biedt 

contacten met klanten en afnemers en lange-termijn relaties. En vooral veel respect voor uw opgebouwde 
expertise!

Tobin Tax

De Tobin Tax is vernoemd naar de econoom James Tobin. Hij kwam met het idee dat naar hem vernoemd is 

nadat President Nixon het financiële garantiesysteem Bretton Woods had moeten verlaten.

De Tobin-belasting wordt geheven op verplaatsing van geld over Nationale grenzen. De heffing kan laag zijn, 

tussen de 0,05 en 1,1 procent. Het is de bedoeling om speculanten tegen te houden. Zij zijn vaak 

verantwoordelijk voor hevige schommelingen in de koersen van munten op de valutamarkt doordat ze grote 

hoeveelheden geld verplaatsten van het ene land naar het andere, uiteraard elektronisch.

De Tobin-tax heeft het nog niet helemaal gemaakt tot de praktijk omdat voorstanders wachten totdat anderen 

mee gaan doen. Volgens Wikipedia staat President Chaves van Venezuela op het punt de belasting in te 

voeren. 

De Tobin Tax is eigenlijk een doekje voor het bloeden dat ontstaat door het eenzijdig verplaatsen van geld, 

zonder dat er goederen tegenover staan. De hoeveelheid geld in een land moet overeenstemmen met zijn 

goederen. Als u dus geld verplaatst zonder goederen de andere kant op te brengen, dan brengt u beide landen 
in onbalans.

In Rainbow Trading is het dus principieel onmogelijk slechts geld te verplaatsten: verplaatsen kan mits er 
goederen tegenover staan.

Wij Hollanders weten natuurlijk alles van importeren. Eén van onze sterke punten is de import van veevoer. 
Dat kan dus, maar, tegen welke prijs? Rainbow Trading schrijft voor dat alles zou moeten worden gerecycled 

op straffe van de blauwberg. Deze specifieke blauwberg noemen wij het mestoverschot. Ofwel de Hollandse 

veehouder wordt smurf, ofwel hij exporteert gelijkwaardige producten zoals compost naar de landen van 

herkomst.

Duurzaam, ethisch en verantwoord ondernemen en beleggen 

Ook dit is een beweging die steun verdient. Mensen steken hun nek uit om vanuit de bestaande situatie 
dingen te bereiken en te verbeteren. Hoezee.

Persoonlijk sta ik kritisch tegenover een flink aantal “verantwoorde” bedrijven. De telecom-sector wordt alom 
geprezen. Maar hoe zit het met de veiligheid van GSM/UMTS-straling? De veiligheid is nooit bewezen en dat 

is dus wel een vereiste voor verantwoord ondernemen.

Nog zo'n bedrijf is Vopak. Ik ben erg blij dat ze veiligheid serieus nemen, want ik woon binnen 5 kilometer 

van honderden van hun olie-opslag-tanks in de Rijnmond. Maar, in een duurzame wereld is geen plaats voor 
deze grootschalige olie-industrie als infuus voor auto-mobilitis. Dus hoe kan het bedrijf dan duurzaam zijn?

Het gaat erom dat we erachter komen hóe duurzaam we bezig zijn. Dat kan door het publiceren van 
bedrijfsgegevens. Dat kan door de RGB-drie-eenheid te gebruiken. 

De ervaring die is opgedaan met het publiceren van duurzaamheids-gegevens zal hard nodig zijn bij het 
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ontwikkelen van Rainbow Trading. Ook zullen de eerste grote zakelijke gebruikers van Rainbow Trading uit 

de hoek komen van bedrijven die zich nu al bezighouden met duurzaam ondernemerschap. Het sluiten van de 
levenscycli van hun producten en het minimaliseren van het energiegebruik zijn een afdoende uitdaging voor 

deze bedrijven. En mochten ze erachter komen dat de optimale situatie niet lonend is in de Euro-economie, 
dan staat niets hun aansluiting op het Rainbow Trading netwerk in de weg.

Internaliseren

Populair bij wetenschappers en politici is het “internaliseren” van milieukosten. Bijvoorbeeld, als een auto 

rijdt, gaat de verbrande benzine als lucht (waterdamp, koolzuurgas en talloze giftige gassen) via de uitlaat 
naar buiten. Dat is dus vervuiling. De vervuiling zit niet bij de prijs inbegrepen, zeggen ze, dus als je die 

kosten wel in de prijs meeneemt, intern dus, dan ontmoedig je de vervuiling.

Op zich is het internaliseren dus een prima beleidsinstrument. Vooral doen.

Het enige dat me niet bevalt is het woord “internaliseren” zelf. Als je het product zou bekijken vanuit zijn 
cyclus, dan is de benzine na verbranding ook nog steeds benzine, zij het in een andere fase. Het is toch geen 

verrassing dat je die benzine zal verbranden? Hoe kan je die vervuiling dan dan extern noemen ? Typisch iets 
voor het economisch model “bedrijfskolom”!

Microkrediet

Het microkrediet is het uitlenen van kleine bedragen aan (kans)armen via lokale bankjes en support groepen. 

Het blijkt dat deze kansarmen juist minstens zo kredietwaardig zijn als gangbare doelgroepen van banken. In 

die zin is er eigenlijk niets fundamenteels verandert, alleen het inzicht in de markt is een stukje verschoven.

Het succes van de microkredieten geeft aan dat als de geldlozen eenmaal toegang krijgen tot geld, er een 

wereld voor ze opengaat. Ik zie dit als een aanmoediging voor Rainbow Trading. Het betekent hetzelfde voor 

de kansarmen, alleen hoeven ze natuurlijk geen rente te betalen omdat die verboden is onder Rainbow 

Trading. Dat betekent dat de kansen voor kanslozen niet langer nog meer kansloosheid elders betekenen. Zie 

“Rente” en het verhaal van het laatste tientje.

Alternatieve geldsystemen

The following systems are not an adaptation of the present system, but new creations. The main point they 
have in common with the present Euro-system is that they are based on single units. Black and White money, 

as we termed it. Bernard Lietaer calls them "complementary" money systems in his book The money of the 
Future [liet2001] because they are suitable as an add-on on the current money-system. They are mainly used 

in places with a high unemployment rate and economic misery. The number of systems globally is 
experiencing a "boom". In 1998 there were about 2000 systems in use. After the money-crisis the number of 

users in Latin America rose to millions of users.

I can only mention a number of examples, all of them taken from Bernard Lietaer's Money of the Future. 

[liet2001]
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LETS

Lets is the best known alternative money system in Holland. The Local Exchange Trading System is made up 

of a network of shopkeepers that exchange goods and services based on mutual credits. The "credit" of the 
buyer gets lower; the seller's credit goes up. At every acquisition the buyer signs a check which is then 

processed in a central administration. The total credit remains zero in principle, if it weren't for the "wages" 
of the administration.

In Dutch cities this LETS system is used for acquisitions of services and used goods. There is hardly any offer 

of new goods or things like vegetables. Using Rainbow Trading language, I would say Red and Blue are for 
sale, but there is no Green. This is logical. We are talking about city dwellers and they have no space available 

for a vegetable garden.

Up to now the LETS users haven't been interested in Rainbow Trading because they feel it too difficult. Also 
the change over is difficult. What is the value of your "stars" in Rainbow Trading? It's also very hard to 

convince groups of hundreds of users. In short, LETS users will keep on using LETS as long as they are happy 
with it.

The big difference between RT and LETS is that Rainbow Trading tries to include the vegetable and fruit 

production. Green is nice and local production doesn't take a lot of energy. When city dwellers are supported 

by villagers from surrounding villages there is space for an interesting network. City dwellers provide labor 

force and customers, villagers the land and know-how. An excellent combination.

Time-is-money

A lot of systems use time as a value base. Ithaca-hours en Time-dollars are a few examples. Time you spend 

on helping someone else can be used to be helped yourself. Or you could use that time for your grandmother 

who lives 100 miles away, if they accept the token. This way you can help your granny, whom you hardly get 

to see, by helping your neighbor.

The time-dollar system is popular with retirement homes. The people there don't get just more help, but get 
to know each other better and a closer knit community is the result. People even gained health. Insurer 

Elderplan from Brooklyn, New York, accepts the time-dollar as payment for up to 25% of the premium. They 
hire "staff" with the hours they accumulate. 

Again we see that these systems are most successful in places where there is the least money circulation. 

However, this isn't always the case. Let's go to Switzerland..

Wir

In 1934 WIR (or "We) was founded in Zurich. It's the oldest still working complementary money system in 

the Western World. Today it has about 60 000 participants. The system is special in that it encourages 

spending a lot of "Wir" before making any. The contrast with the Swiss Frank is huge… there you are 
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supposed to earn first and than keep spending to a minimum.

Terra

The Terra is Lietaer's own attempt to set a unit of value, as a reference for other systems so international 

"inter-system" trade is possible. The Terra is such a unit and is represented, as an example, like this:

1 terra = 

1/10 vat (= 15,9 liter) oil + 

1 bushel (= 21,7 kg) wheat +

2 pond (= 908 gram) copper +

1/100 ounce (= 0,31 gram) gold

By using a reference to concrete, physical goods it's always possible to measure the value of your local unit to 

the Terra. The same trick is applied in Rainbow Trading, except that we chose there for another unit, 

Sunflower oil.

The rest of the differences is in the details. Of course Rainbow Trading uses a trinity and not a single unit. 

But, by taking natural units of mass and energy it's possible to get a fairly accurate estimate of the value. The 

Terra is coupled to market prices.

A big similarity between Terra and Rainbow Trading is that they were invented behind a computer screen and 

haven't seen the real test in practice.

The test in practice is that there is no International Standard of Value, and there hasn't been since 1972. Yet 

you can use your credit card to make payments over the Internet in countries on the other side of the globe! I 

expect that the physical "coverage" of units like the Terra and Rainbow Trading are more stable in the long 

run than the currencies we use now. And this is not very important for the bread you will buy tomorrow, but 
it is vital for the pension you will get in 2036. This kind of practical subjects we deal with in chapter A-Z.
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Part 4. A-Z

In this last section we deal with all topics you know and are related to economy, man and environment. In 
Rainbow Trading the yare connected and cannot be separated. They meet in the Rainbow!

Excise Duty

Excise duty is a special tax on consumption goods that are legal, but their use is discouraged. E.g. Alcohol and 

tobacco, but also petrol. Let's see what duty is needed in principle for each of these products before we ax this 
unpopular notion.

Alcohol becomes a lot more expensive (see Alcohol); also because of the water used to produce lets say beer, 

the high cost in transport and the distance of the sources of raw materials. When there is a possibility to 

produce a local alcoholic beverage, the price will be so high that an extra duty won't be needed.

Fuels are a lot more extreme, even though just a little more expensive (in Red) per liter, the consumption lies 

a lot higher. Compared to the Euro price, petrol will be about ten times as expensive. No need for excise duty 

there.

Tobacco is addictive and is unhealthy, and it's imported. I predict we will pay only Red and Blue. Taking the 

content of the ashtrays back to the plantations I don't see feasible. This will convince producers and users 

alike to change to other, more environmentally friendly alternatives such as Sage, Lungwort, Coltsfoot, Rib-

grass, Peppermint and Red Clover. Also Hemp can be taken into consideration. In fact we will return to a pre 

1600 situation when tobacco was still unknown in Holland and everybody smoked home grown plants. We'll 

have to wait and see whether we need excise duty for these alternatives, and this will depend on their 

addictive effects, effects on health and price.

Alcohol

Alcohol is found in numerous drinks that are famous for their region of origin. The last years this 
phenomenon has gotten somewhat less since wine from Chile and South Africa can compete with say French 

wine. I expect the number of vineyards to grow in Holland since wine was produced here many years ago. I 
also think traditional alcoholic drinks will have a revival. Holland will become a jenever country again. Beer is 

an Eastern European product that is popular now but can be replaced by original varieties such as fruit beer 
and beer with spontaneous fermentation.
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Arbeid

Labor, work, pay, salary, wages...  Of course you mean the work you do, but the words also indicate 

retribution.  Nowadays hourly page is popular, other than that we also know piece work.  Minimum base wage 

is not very common.

Arbeid, werk, loon, salaris. U bedoelt natuurlijk het werk dat u doet, maar de woorden wijzen ook op de 

beloning.

Momenteel is het uurloon populair, daarnaast is het stukloon bekend. het basisinkomen komt weinig voor.

In de Rainbow Trading voorzie ik dat de rollen zich zullen omkeren: Het basisinkomen, gegarandeerd door de 

gemeenschap (uw dorpje) staat op 1, gevolgd door het stukloon (opbrengst per kratje). Het uurloon is een 

minder populair vanwege de stelling Tijd is Kunst, ofwel Op Tijd Is De Kunst. Hoe lang u over het werk hebt 

moeten doen ligt meer aan de timing dan aan de hoeveelheid werk. Dit geldt met name voor de creatieve 

beroepen. Maar ook het bewerken van een stuk land hangt af van de timing. Ook beroepen die gebaseerd zijn 
op herhaling, zijn geschikt voor stukloon of het basisinkomen.

Omdat grote cyclussen duurder zijn dan kleine cyclussen verwacht ik dat de trend naar grootschaliger werken 
zal worden omgebogen in een trend naar kleinschalig werken. Dat betekent dat er voor saai, monotoon werk 

überhaupt minder plaats is. Confectiekleding wordt weer maatwerk en dat is leuk voor de creativiteit. Werk is 
ook dichterbij huis want brandstof kost een vermogen. Dat is leuk, dan ziet u de kinderen weer eens, en uw 

dieren.

Labor disability

Unsuitable labor, that is what people are "disable" for. Unsuitable labor is the only cause of labor disability we 

can remove. Here's how:

Rainbow Trading is a "game" which is in search for balance. It's of no use whatsoever to squeeze the 

maximum out of workers. The "maximum" reveals itself later as a deficit. The string can't always be strung 
tight. Balance. When you find balance, you don't go from extreme to extreme, like a drunken ballet dancer

Automatisation

Fewer and fewer people actually "work". Those who do control computers. (Not considering the computers 

that control people). A lot of the work can be done by human beings, but is done by robots.

The balance shifts. Consider that a human being uses the same energy as a robot or a computer. We already 

have the people. The robots and computers we can switch off. So in the end it's more energy efficient to do it 
with people, when possible and desirable.

In principle this rule is already applied, but people let themselves be used in the competition between two 
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rival companies. This point becomes moot. The real energy use will be registered as Red.

Bank

A bank is a central organization that supplied financial services. There are all kinds of banks, big and small. 

Normally their goal is to fill the pockets of the stock holders (which normally are already full), creating a 
power base for the State or supplying services to members. This can be seen with co-operative banks, even 

though even they have commercial interests.

With Rainbow Trading and its complimentary programs it becomes possible to play "bank" in your own 

community. The banking trade no longer has any secrets with the abolishing of interest and inflation.

For existing banks it's possible to offer services in Rainbow Trading. This is possible for everybody, also for 

banks. Just like everybody they are faced with the challenge… Or will they turn their face away?

Belasting

Taxes are the motor of every power. The point is, the Ones in Power have been replaced, together with 

capitalism by a community. De community shares among itself, no need for a central "power that 

commands". So there is no need for taxes, there is nobody to collect it!

Say you would collect taxes to pay for collective services, what would it look like in Rainbow Trading? When 

one of the colours Green or Blue is taxed, the tax service (?) breaks the cycle and this leads to more Blue. So 

we're left with the option to tax Red. What does a Red tax look like?

Labor could be taxed. The more you work, the more you earn. As punishment you're to pay.

It makes more sense to tax "Space". The more Space you use, the more Sun you could have captured, the 

higher your income could have been. You pay for this. When you run a Bonsai-nursery, small but labor 

intensive, you pay less tax than someone who has a field with cows. The owners of productive land share in 
the profits anyway (what else are you to do with tons of corn cobs?) I don't know what is to be taxed there.

During the Change over it is possible the Dutch State or her Tax Service comes knocking bearing a "blue 

letter", asking us to pay tax on our turnover, our income. And we'd have to pay Euros for our Rainbows.

Just like the LETS systems, we could propose a maximum turnover. I know that in Utrecht the limit was 

3000 stars. The Tax Bureau still has this rule on their website.
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Essential here is that the Stars were linked to the Guilder. One star equaled 1 Guilder. In Rainbow Trading 

things are more complicated. There is no connection between Euros and Rainbows. As a result you can't 
simply say; 3000 Red is the tax free ceiling because all rapports are different.

It gets even worse when you take into account that Rainbow Trading, being a closed system, is troubled by the 

State. It's because of the State there are such huge amounts of toxic substances on our fields. All Blue. The 
water, even the own well, often is polluted. All Blue. Shall we settle our health bills caused by the State by 

building a freeway next to our house so our kids all have asthma and we all suffer from a chronic frontal 
sinusitis?

No, the Tax Service will say, because we don't reckon in those weird Blue-units of yours. Neither do we reckon 

in those strange Euros, we say than. Good day to you!

Consciousness

t's not easy to describe the notion "Consciousness" 
objectively. One person sees the human being as a 

mechanical-chemical-biological being, the senses 

being the only connection between these 

components. Someone else, a growing part of the 

population- determines man as an "energy-being", 

and all people are connected by invisible "energy 

fields" This field is called "morphogenetic field" or 

"Collective consciousness/awareness" or simply 

"the field". This field would be the explanation why someone calls you just when you are thinking about them, 

or why someone turns their head when you look at them from behind. Whatever your interpretation, let me 
stick to "personal awareness".

The personal awareness is the way you look at the world. It has a direct influence on your behavior. When you 
are aware that driving at high speed is dangerous, you will more than likely slow down. Or, when you know 

there are speed checks, you will drive a bit slower. It also works the other way round. When driving a car the 
world looks different than when riding a bike. The driver probably isn't aware it's more fun to use a bicycle. 

We keep this behavior going via awareness. You don't know what you're missing.

 Besides Awareness or Consciousness and Behavior, there is a third factor: the system. A system is a set of 

agreements, rules and procedures, plus an amount of information and goods that circle in it.

A pinball machine is a good example, with its lights, bumpers and counters. The ball goes round and round in 

the machine, from flipper to counter. And the counter on the display keeps the score. This is the system. The 

ball going round and round is our behavior and the "consciousness or awareness" is the player. The fun, the 

excitement and the disappointment when the ball disappears…

System, consciousness and behavior belong to and influence each other. The three represent a part of reality. 

The better they fit; I mean resemble each other, the more fun it is to play. It's called Coherence.

This book is about a system, colour economy. This is playing with colours and numbers. When we expand to 
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mentality, co-operation, openness, transparency and the like, we are talking about typical elements of 

consciuosness. What makes the player tick? We also hope to include behavior in time. Then it will really 
work!

Organic

In Dutch, organic is called Biologisch. There is a tv-campaign saying “Biological, it's so logical”.

But more expensive, says the shopkeeper. But healthier adds the doctor. But animal friendly, say the 
environmentalists. Which of the above we can delete?

Let's delete the text of the shopkeeper. Rainbow Trading is biological - organic - and therefore always Logical. 
And cheaper, and healthier, and better for the animals. There can only be One who’s the most balanced.

To buy chemical fertilizer you will have to pay a lot of Red and Blue. The profit doesn’t rise however. Nor does 
the nutritional value. It’s possible the land yields more kilos of produce, but that is mostly water. The taste 

gets diluted.

The higher Red and Blue costs are immediately reflected in the price. Food should only cost Red and Green. 

Every hint of Blue immediately is noted. Hey! That guy still buys poison!

Fuel

We are used to low fuel prices. Petrol costs between Euro 1 and 1.50 per liter. A kilo of cauliflower costs a bit 

more. This is going to change. The Green value of a kilo of cauliflower and a liter of petrol are both 10 Green. 1 

Green per 100 grams. Stays more or less the same as in the Capitalist system.

But here’s the trick. We’re going to take the Red value of the products. Cauliflower is no as expensive. It’s in 
the lowest class, 1/8 of the index, the index being sunflower oil, 8/8 or 1. Petrol contains more energy than 

sunflower oil. Powerful stuff. So on the scale it goes to class 10, so 10/8. Petrol will be about ten times more 
expensive as cauliflower.

Since the exhausts are dumped in the air, petrol has a Blue price in the ledger. A shame. Buying petrol is a 

very expensive in Red and Green. You can earn Red through labor, so you can make up for that. OK; you’d 
have to save between 50% and 70%, but that’s easily done. But you can’t recover Blue. Buying Green and 

activating it as Blue, that’s going to show. Your financial data are public, so you are a marked man. You could 
borrow for a while, but then you’d have to reconsider your lifestyle. Maybe a sailing boat or a horse after all…
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Greenhouse effect

The Greenhouse effect is one of the many “side effects” of the economy we know today. It can’t be helped; we 

can’t stop the huge amount of greenhouse gases emitted daily. Measures such as a huge eco-tax are juridical 

and politically impossible. This is the result of our urge to compete. We are all so busy competing that we’re 

screwing up the Earth.

Fuel combustion wouldn’t be all that dramatic if we could recycle the CO2 released. It doesn’t matter whether 

it’s fuel from sunflower oil, corn, colza, the air would smell of fried potatoes. When you have enough space to 

grow your own fuel and keep doing so every year, there’s no problem.

But there is a problem with the present scale of oil use. I’m not saying that oil use is good or bad. I’m not 

saying bio-energy is good or bad. It’s about balance. We’ve lost the balance. Our use of fossil fuels is gigantic 

and there is hardly any renewal. This is bound to get us into trouble. The problem is the “cycle”, as always. In 

this case the exhausts stay in the atmosphere. These gases are mainly made up of water vapor and carbon 
dioxide (CO2). I never hear anybody complain about the water vapor, but the CO2 is a problem that leads to 

climate changes according to climatologists. Scientists, indeed.

What is happening on a global scale with the climate you can see in Rainbow Trading in the accounting. You 

will notice when a country gas to import a lot of oil. You pay Red and Green for oil, and you don’t get 

anything in return. After use Red is burned and gone. 

VAT

Value Added Tax or VAT is a tax when companies buy and sell products. A better name would be PAT, Price 
Added Tax. A fixed percentage of the price has to be added to this price and paid to the government. When 

the product becomes more expensive when it’s sold again, the entrepreneur has to pay that percentage in 
taxes to the government. The rest of the amount he pays through his supplier. The whole process is controlled 

with invoices and VAT numbers.

In essence VAT is based on the Economic Down Stream, the sale of a product from the cradle to the grave, 
from raw material to consumer. In the end the consumer pays the tax on the value of the product, or rather 

the price of the product. In Rainbow Trading you’re dealing with a cycle of companies that construct and 
destruct the product together. So, what’s the deal in this cycle?

You could introduce a similar tax on the colour Red. Nice and pretty. As long as the product grows, it gets 

taxed, but how to deal with it in the second part of the cycle, tat remains the question.

Say you have a product that can be reused after use, before it has to be destroyed forever. You could divide 
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the tax over a number of users. You use the same principle as VAT does, but the other way round. One 

consumer sells it at a lower Red value; the difference is what he used up. He can charge a bit of VAT for this, 
and this will compensate for the part of the value on which he paid taxes but didn’t use. 

Whether it makes sense to levy taxes like this in the Rainbow Trading system remains to be seen. 

Communism

A lot of people I talked to think about Communism straight away. Here’s the thought process.

Aha, you don’t like Capitalism, the only alternative is Communism. So you are in favor of Communism. But 

Communism is bad and rotten and out of date to boot. Why don’t you like Capitalism? It’s the best 

alternative, isn’t it?

This is a common thought process. It’s usually very hard to explain that, form the point of view of Rainbow 

Trading, Capitalism and Communism are very similar, while Rainbow Trading is something completely 
different. Let’s look at some characteristics.

Centralized and “Decentralized”

Capitalism and Communism are both centralized systems. There is a government which decides on emitting 

money. She makes the rules and regulations. How people get elected, democratically or not, I will leave out of 

discussion here. The contrast with Rainbow Trading is that the individual has to make room for a greater, 

collective “good”. This is abused, time and again; by the way centralistic power works.

Why does it say centralistic and not just central? The idea behind it is that they still want you to believe 

Capitalism is a decentralized system, so not central. Decisions are taken from the top downward, and the top 

is always smaller than the base. In the end you have no say whatsoever, even if you have the right to vote. The 

decisions are not taken centrally, but by an executive, bureaucratic organization. (You can recognize these by 

their three or four letter abbreviations.) For every detail there is a separate authority” authorized” by the 
central authority. That is why I call this model Centralistic and not Central.

Currency

Both Communism and Capitalism use the well known Black and White currencies, one dimensional system. 

In both cases the State is responsible for the emission of these currencies. The currency doesn’t have any 

meaning as such and is linked to banking or legal constructions to the value of other “one dimensional” 

currencies.

Rainbow Trading uses the “Rainbow”, the three dimensional unit in three colours, Red, Blue and Green. 

Anybody can set up a RGB banking system because its structure is decentralized. Whether and how to 

exchange with other systems is up to you, but it is possible in theory.
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Ownership, State owned and responsibility.

Under the Communist System all property belonged to the state. The result was that John Doe was left with 

nothing and the Party members kept the luxury goods. Capitalism is the exact same, but it’s called differently. 
Also here common folk have a lot less than rich people. Whether they have more in one system than in 

another is not important; in both systems people are confronted with a system they didn’t choose. I was born 
in Holland but never nominated the European Central Bank.

The notion of Property is relative. People take something “in property” as long as it suits them, but after it is 
no longer useful, the product is exhausted, it is thrown away and the product is left in an unknown, undesired 

state. Dumped, let go, or burned.

In Rainbow Trading we turn everything upside down. We abandon the whole “Property” concept for 

“Responsibility”. You no longer can throw away stuff when it suits you. And if you do, we’ll see it on your 
colour ledger.

Capitalism Communism Rainbow Trading

Centralistic Centralistic Decentral

Single-dimensional currency Single-dimensional currency Three dimensional
currency

Private Property State owned property Responsibility

There you see, Communism has two basic parts in common with Capitalism. Rainbow is completely different. 

Conclusion: Capitalism and Communism resemble each other and Rainbow Trading doesn’t resemble any of 

th.

Competition

Competition is a habit that stems from envy. People don’t want to see the light shine in the neighbor’s garden, 

and that is why we devise the most incredible tricks. I used to work in schools. You weren’t allowed to make 

bad news public, because then you would endanger the good name of the school, and the school wouldn’t 

attract new students. Cause; the other schools do the same. Schools compete with each other, they have to.

There are more examples of competition that clearly useless. But which competition we could define as 

“healthy” or “good”? When a milk factory wants to sell milk on a market 1000 kilometers away from the 
factory, it’s logical their prices will be a lot higher than the prices of the local farmers.

In Rainbow Trading there is no competition. Yet there are price differences. Far away is never advantageous 
for competition. Because its origins are too far away. Because of the higher fuel costs, based on energetic 

valued, dragging stuff over long distances is discouraged. Yet you could buy bananas. But do we really need to 
eat African beans every day?
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Livestock

At the moment we have millions of animals. 150 million chickens, 20 million cows, you name it. Because 

hardly any one is a cattle or fowl farmer in the traditional sense of the word, these animals live in “batteries”.

The impressive amounts of feed we buy abroad. The manure surplus hasn’t been solved completely, but the 

sting has been taken out of it for now. The milk quote and various plagues like BSE, foot and mouth-disease, 

aviary flu and swine fever wreaked havoc on the industry. Over 50%of the Dutch people turned, at least part 

time, vegetarian.

In Rainbow Trading it is advantageous to keep only a small amount of animals. I see an animal-friendly 

future, combined with some small-scale farming. Eating meat will cost about 7x the amount of Red than food 

from plants. Also milk, cheese and eggs will be more expensive, relatively speaking. On a small scale there is 

no problem to recycle manure, it can be used on the land, so the cycle is closed and there is no Green on the 

Blue heap.

Small scale animal keeping becomes economically viable in Rainbow Trading, whilst it is madness to farm 

animals on a small scale in a Black and White economy.

Death

Death is one of the last taboos in the Western World. Sex (who does it with the curtains open) and Money 

(who puts their tax return on their weblog?) are the other taboos. The taboo surrounding death is so strong 

Death hardly is mentioned at all.

Death isn’t only important for personal life when loved ones or pets die. Without Death there wouldn’t be 

space or food for new life.

Compare it to a parking lot. If it weren’t for the junkyard, all the available parking spaces would be filled with 

old wrecks. There wouldn’t be any space to park a new car. Death has been the territory of religion for 

centuries. Even the economy denies its existence. Death is kept out of principles or models. We change this in 
Rainbow Trading. 

Drugs & medication

There are two kinds of drugs, prescription and over the counter drugs. Because we will keep a sharp eye on 

our suppliers in Rainbow Trading, all drugs are considered alike.

The cycle is essential in Rainbow Trading. A lot of drugs are chemical in nature: developed in a laboratory, 
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tested in clinics and produced in petrochemical factories. Their production requires a lot of energy, as is the 

research and development of new medication. Very Red drugs, so to speak.

The cycle of these substances is very unclear. We know that our tap water contains hormone-type substances. 

State secretary Van Geel expresses his concern in the magazine Elsevier (5 July 2005).  British tap water 
contains Prozac, a powerful anti-depressant. Chemical drugs are nice examples of Blue. Unless it’s proven the 

body destructs them into harmless, common substances, drugs are to be considered as 100% Blue. Their 
production is, per definition, out of balance. Because we’ve eliminated the “profit”, there is more space for 

cures and medications based on simple preparations using herbs and plants.

This biological “medicine farming” is in Rainbow Trading, a lot more profitable. It will be relatively easy to 

cultivate medicinal plants yourself, and are relatively Red inexpensive. When we don’t do any chemical tricks 

with the extracts, I assume, maybe not correctly, that these substances are absorbed in the cycle just as easily 

as we produce them. Whether they still end up on the Blue heap depends on our toilet habits, and not on the 

chemical nature of the substance.

Earth Charter

The Earth chapter is a nice initiative where all kinds of principles are described and bundled. Its organization 

is the Steering Comity with its brass. Then there is an executive organization that prepares the documents 

and which provides training.

The problems the Earth Charter wants to resolve are the problems the Earth is facing now. Rainbow Trading 

is a way to deal with those problems. The principles described in the Earth Chapter about care and 

responsibility for everything alive, are “pretty” and “nice”.

We leave it up to the individual Rainbow Trading participant to sign the Earth Chapter. This is to be decided 

amongst the participants. It’s is not my place, as the author of this book, to bind you to a Chapter, nice as it 

may be.

Energy

This word is, after the and “and”, probably the most used word in this book. Read the entire book, and when 

that takes to much energy, you realize that too much energy isn’t good either. Too little energy is also an 
imbalance, therefore I added this entry.
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Export en Import

International trade is an important means for making profit in the modern Black and White economy. But the 

commerce grew out of bounds. Soup you can make better and tastier yourself now comes in a tin can out of 

30 countries. We don’t produce any clothes more in Holland, everything is imported from Asia. In other 

words; there is no balance between import-export and own production for domestic use.

International trade is still possible under Rainbow Trading. Trade as much as you want. What’s important is 

that you make agreements about which Rainbow to use for payments, and where it’s valid. It’s important in 

Rainbow Trading to keep the money in your “own” cycle. When all the money flows to one side, the other side 

runs out of money. We already know this from the Black and White economy. Rainbow has a built-in security 
mechanism to avoid this kind of money-flight.

 The same mechanism makes it so that you can’t import or export limitlessly from one side only. Countries 

can’t be sucked dry anymore, as is the case now. Also for goods the circle has to close, unless you want to live 
on a Blue heap or turn into a Smurf.

Bankruptcy

The biggest fear in a Capitalist world is bankruptcy. If your debt is too high and you don’t have any future 

prospects all your possessions are sold for twice nothing to the bank. Main cause: Interest. Secondary cause, a 

system where competition and “being the leader of the pack” are the main values. Third cause, Bad luck. It 

could happen to anyone. Only some of us get out of it a bit easier than others. Quite often you loose 
everything, your house, your job and often your wife. To prevent this bankruptcy you have to earn a lot of 

money and save a nice sum to boot.

Entire countries went bankrupt, bust. Lost everything. Everything sold for a song to foreign money men. 
Thanks to interest and greedy dictators. And thanks to Western banks who lent “our” money. And now we 

complain that poor countries have built up such a huge debt…

There is no such thing as bankruptcy in Rainbow Trading. People work together, help each other. Loans are 
temporary and are written off on day “zero”. When you go bust in a Black and White money system, you 

should be able to join a Rainbow group for your daily existence. The drain starts at the bottom, doesn’t it?
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Medicine

Modern health industry is a combination of petro chemistry and electro techniques. Old-fashioned hands-on 

practice (like checking a pulse) is a lost art. Impossible for an MD to do this in 7 minutes per patient.

The more patients a doctor have, the higher his income. This isn’t logical at all. One would say: the more sick 

people, the lower the income. This motivates people to get well. Taking more pills to counteract the side 

effects of other pills is a serpent biting its tail. This serpent is inherent to the system of research and financing 

in healthcare in general.

Century old and new healing sciences are rejected by “science” because they are outside their thinking box. 

But, healthcare the way we know it now rose in the era of Classical Mechanics. The laws of Action and 

Reaction are central in this way of thinking. Since Quantum mechanics expanded this frame of reference, 
health care hasn’t changed yet. Modernization of our healthcare system is delayed until its feeding ground, 

the financial system, is changed. This is going to happen now.

More, see Drugs and Medication

Calendar

Why would one month be shorter than the other? Does the moon revolve slower around the earth in January, 

so it takes 31 days to complete an orbit instead of 28?

Neo, from the film The Matrix could have said about the Julian Calendar that it was just another system of 

control. The Julian Calendar cuts our link with our own natural rhythm. The only thing this calendar can do 

is to make Spring start when the calendar indicates March or April. Other than that the calendar doesn’t 

make any sense at all, when you look at how time cycles work.

I don’t mean to offer you a different kind of Calendar in this book, nor to explain why or how to use it. There 

are other books that do exactly that. But, realize that when you are on the path of Rainbow Trading, the 
calendar is one of these things you will come across.

Clothes

The famous heyday of the rulers of Florence had a direct link with the textile industry. The Dutch industrial 

era began with textile-manufactures and ended with their bankruptcy. Cheap, slavish Chinese laborers 
produce anything and everything, including textile. 

Of course you don’t keep clothes for trading but for wearing. Clothes make the wearer. They can tell your 
surroundings who you are if you want them to.

Food might be the start of Rainbow Trading, but clothing is the decisive factor in Rainbow Trading. Valuable, 
pretty, nice, unique and affordable. A sign of independence and identity. Freedom. Emotion.

Just like in the late Middle Ages we will make everything with fibers that do well locally. Flax and Hemp for 
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Holland. Cotton has a short fiber and it’s difficult to spin it manually. Wool is rather obvious, but as 

supplementary material. Wool is too hot in the summer, isn’t it?

The raw materials can be grown locally in the garden. Carpenters and toolmakers can still make the old 

machines, so tools like spinning wheels and looms will make a comeback. Save energy, push with your feet! 
And there’s no need to go to the gym at night!

Once the fabrics are made, they can be transported and traded. On any given location they can be turned into 
clothing or other textile products like bed linen or curtains.

With a bit of luck local styles and even traditional dress will come back as well, but I won’t make any 
predictions on that.

Art

Art is the product of personal inner process. I myself never really understood art, but I do know that the first 

to quickly understand my lectures on Rainbow Trading are usually artists. I don’t have to explain them 
anything about colours for a start. Then they are locked, just like many other people, locked in an impossible 

position where on the one hand they have to make money and on the other hand want to make art. They also 

know everything about the value of money, or read Art: The artist often earns less than their agent or 

customer. The customers are prospectors, whilst the customers of farmers (who are also locked in the same 

position) are whole sale concerns and anonymous customers at an auction. All potatoes are the same (in a 

manner of speaking) but Art is a unique product.

However, Art is mainly a “Red” product within Rainbow Trading. Every painting has its weight. The Artist 

makes his money in “Red”. If he’s a painter and he works with natural paints, then Green also comes into 

play, if the paints are synthetic, then Blue comes into play. For the raw materials time will tell whether they 

are Green or Blue.

Peak Oil

In Shell’s annual report, there is a subtle mentioning of a mayor fall in oil distribution. 10752 barrels per day 

in 2005, against 12760 barrels per day in 2004. This is a drop of 15%. You couldn’t tell by looking at the profit 

figures, they kept growing.

The American oil production already declined in the 1970’s. The downward trend in the US was about 35 

years before the global downward trend in oil production.
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In May 2000, a famous Dutch 
politician Frits Bolkestein wrote 

in an open letter to the

newspaper “De Volkskrant” 
about the underlying 

phenomenon: Peak Oil. What it 
boils down to is that oil 

production has peaked. The 
pressure has gone and now the 

oil doesn’t come to the surface as 

easily as before. The oil hasn’t 

been used up yet, not by a long 

shot, we are exactly halfway 

through it. It’s generally assumed 
the peak was in 2006 or 2007. 

For Shell it seams this peak was 
in 2004.

The same thing happened in the 

70’s in the US oil production. The 
oil wells aren’t empty yet, but 

they yield less oil. New sources 

are found, but finding them and exploiting them, yields less than the reduction in production in other 

locations. We are talking about tens of thousands of wells that are producing less. Those few new big ones 

don’t really help.

What are the consequences of this peak? First, the media, the general, commercial media that is, doesn’t 

report on it, so the big companies keep this info to themselves. The goal Shell put itself is, when you read the 

annual report closely, to conquer the “alternative fuel market”, so they have a business to run in the long term 

as well. I haven’t seen any reaction from the side of the Dutch State. They just keep building motorways.

Oil prices are going up. A lot of people think petrol is expensive at Euro 1.30 per liter. It depends on your 

frame of reference, I tell them, just to get them going, that petrol will become 30 xs more expensive than 

cauliflower. This is the end point where the price becomes stable. In other words, the balance won’t be 

reached below that ratio.

The consequence is that using your car to go to work becomes unaffordable. 30 or 40 km alone in your car, 

commuting? You’d better stay at home, you would make more. People will car pool, sleep at the company 

twice a week, change jobs or places of residence and eventually start using (horizontal) bicycles.

Also heating your house will cost a fortune. Start taking into account that a big expensive house looks nice, 
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but an economic house is the house of the future. I remember the castles where it was great living in summer, 

but freezing cold in winter. The nobles lived in towns in winter, where they were close to a warm tavern. 
When you live on a farm, there is nothing to worry about. The cows emit enough heat that sleeping on the 

deal is luxury.

Pension

Your pension, if you are to have one, has been safely invested in big pension funds. Let’s see where it was 
invested… State bonds. Real estate, or in other words offices and residences. I can’t speculate on the future. I 

won’t make any predictions about how these investments will fare.

I do know how much pension I’ve saved up so far. In 2036 I will get a “royal” 900 euro per year.  Whenever a 

pension advisor comes to me I ask him how many bags of potatoes that will buy me in 2036. The advisor 
always tells me that nobody knows, because nobody knows what money will be worth in 2036.

With this one question I put them in their proper place. I don’t care how much money my pension will be 
worth. I want to live in a house, eat every day and have decent health care. How much is that going to cost me 

in 2036?

And that is the big Rainbow Trading advantage. Prices are fixed. In so far that when you get your potatoes 

from far away, they will be more expensive. But those are real price differences. No speculation, no 

hyperinflation.

If you want to spend the twilight years of your life, like me, living in a Rainbow Trading system, we must start 

now. No-one else will take care of it for us. This is what is called taking up your responsibilities these days. 

Very modern. My pension? A rocking chair, a French farm, all kinds of animals and a house filled with family. 

Reactions

It’s rather kinky to make predictions about the reception of this book beforehand. Yet you always see that this 

kind of novelty is always dealt with in the same way.

A familiar way of dealing with it is FUD: Fear, Uncertainty and Doubt. Fear for example is; you will lose your 
job soon, or, how do you suppose to pay the dentist? Fear is played out against you, the reader.

Uncertainty is the next trump card to be played out. I stake some claims that always get the same “it’s not all 

that bad” response. Interest is low and will stay low for years to come. It’s impossible not to have interest, 
because nobody will lend money. A base income is impossible, because nobody would get out of bed… We are 

getting a bit closer to Kyoto with the eco-tax on kerosene, so why bother? Also, Rainbow Trading has a user 

satisfaction rate of 0.01%, so what doo you want, this will never amount to anything… And last but not least… 

Legally this whole Rainbow Trading is a dud. It’s not legal. As a matter of fact I don’t care much about the 
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rules. If they don’t bend, they’ll have to break!

When nothing dissuaded so far, there is Doubt. And that attack is mostly aimed at the man, not the contents. 

This guy Voeten is very vague! When he was a student he had some weird plants in his garden. And he still 
has long hair, what kind of man has long hair??? When that doesn’t have any effect, the twins gossip and lie 

come in to play. When he was a teacher he peeped in the girls’ locker room once too often. That’s why he was 
fired! Or, I think this will turn into a sect very soon, or a commune. He will probably crown himself King and 

get his face on his own coins. Or even better: He thinks he’s Jesus Christ and will save the world. This leads to 
a lot of confusion when I tell them, just like Jesus did, that no one can save the world but you. Doubt. 

Gandhi discovered a strategy with the ones who opposed him.

Phase 1 is that you’re ignored. This no doubt will happen. When that doesn’t work anymore, you get ridiculed 

(2)… Hahaha, look at those idiots, Do they really think they can change the world? What can these idiots do 
against the power of our money? When in the end the stock markets prove Rainbow Trading currency is a lot 

more stable than Capitalist currency, you get to phase 3. They fight you. I’m thinking about court cases, legal 

persecution, and police. And, says Gandhi, then you win.  After that we’ll see.

Interest

Interest is prohibited in Rainbow Trading. Just for argument’s sake I will explain what reasons Capitalists use 

to raise interest. They assume there is growth (I’ll come back to this in a minute). With this growth you can 

invest your money in a profitable way... A typical example is the tree, because it grows and after x amount of 

time, the tree has grown y number of centimeters. Because it’s an apple tree, you will get always more and 

more apples and so you will have a profit. Money lenders lend you the money, so they couldn’t buy trees 

themselves. They missed the growth of the tree, and that is YOUR fault, because you lent the money. There 

you have it; interest is compensation for a missed income generated by property. Because there is growth.

But they miss one important thing: there is such a thing as wood rot. Worms plagues. Besides growth there is 

also decay. Death.

They had forgotten this for a minute. A collective brain malfunction you could call it. When a tree dies, it 
doesn’t produce any apples and more and so the investment is lost- This could happen to anyone. But not to 

the money lender, he has a guaranteed tariff of 7.6% interest per annum, whether the tree lives or dies. And 
when the tree dies, the borrower goes bust and has to leave his house, out in the street to give the lender some 

of his money back. The tree is cut down by the next investor to make space for a cooling cell to store Chilean 
apples…

I’m not saying interest is unreasonable, it’s irrational. Based on deceit. A big lie. That is why I refuse to 
borrow and I should stop lending… Shall I take all my money out of the bank?

The last tenner

The story of the last tenner is famous. It shows how money is created and how we get our sky high, never to 

be paid back debts.

Imagine a man shows up in a village where there is no money. He lends ten Quid to ten men. But, as interest, 

each of the men has to pay back 10% interest, so 11 Quid.
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After a year 9 of the 10 men are able to repay those 11 Quid. But the tenth man only has one Quid. He’s a 

tenner short! Guess how that’s possible?

There were only 10 x 10 = 100 Quid emitted in the village. The ten men have to pay those back, plus interest. 

Interest at 10% over 100 Doekos is 10 Quid. In total 110 Quid have to be paid back. However there were only 
100 Quid in the village to begin with!

The last 10 Quid are the cause of the first bankruptcy. Say that the lender generously allows the village to pay 
back a year later. But then you pay 10% interest on 110 Quid , because that is the amount owed after 1 year. 

Can you predict if the man will have the Quida year later?

Debt 

Debt only exists when possession exists. One man’s debt is another man’s wealth. However, we change the 
notion “possession” with “responsibility”. We won’t have any real debts any more. Because everything belongs 

to the Earth and so all is the Earth’s possession. It’s up to us to use everything in the cleanest possible way, so 
when we have to share, we’ll just have to share. This is not some one’s “debt”.

 

That is why we zero all the balances on July 25. You start over again, every year again. Every year starts with 

zero. Nice and easy. You could keep a record on how you were doing on July 24 and use it as a reference for 
the following year. Excellent.

Next to this notion of “debt” in a financial sense, there is a moral “debt”. Something went wrong somewhere 
and that is some one’s fault, someone’s debt. You get the Blame.

Right and Wrong are both sides of duality. Looking at it form a Trinity point of view you could say advantage 
and disadvantage. Even if some one is to blame for say, an atomic disaster the scale of the Tsjernobyl event 

then the advantage is that you learn it’s better not to generate nuclear power.

The State is to blame for a lot of things that go wrong in the environment. In Holland a public servant can’t be 

prosecuted (since the Pikmeer arrest) for crimes against the environment under his supervision. He was 
doing “his job”. Because governments are collectively guilty of allowing crimes against the environment by 

industry, virtually all such crime goes unpunished. By dismantling the Government as State form this damage 

can be avoided.

Staat

The State only justifies its existence by the Money it emits. In that sense the Sovereign Dutch State has signed 

its own death penalty by changing the Guilder with the Euro. You can also see that its power gets less and less 

by the day, in favor of EU, NATO, WTO etc.
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By not recognizing the Currency of the State, I run the risk of being arrested as Enemy of the State. And 

rightfully so. There is no greater enemy than the one that claims that the money the State emits is based on an 
illusion and a lie, and presents a better plan to boot. The question remains whether it has the judicial means 

to arrest me. The Question whether the people will vote with its feet is even bigger. (Translator’s note, Voeten, 
the author’s name is translated as Feet…)

It’s all a matter of transition period. You’ll see that we can get by without governments just fine. They are 
made up of politicians, and those are just as insecure as their heads are big, and civil servants (the ones who 

follow orders).

The most important government task is shifting money around. At least, that’s all politics do, leaving aside 

symbol legislation. I don’t really know what else they do, but all the rules they’ve cooked up for schools, 

doctors, hospitals etc we can do without. Frankly, I don’t even know all these rules. A complete Judicial Code 

book costs thousands of Euros, is about three feet thick and can only be read by lawyers. Do you think that is 

of any use to us? It is of use to the ones who claim “property”, the ones who consider themselves “rich”. The 

story came to an end.

From the grassroots up we will find new rules, hopefully we won’t need many of those. Grassroots means 

there is no “Government”, but more a “Sovereign entity”. I am my own Sovereign Entity. So that makes the 
Sovereign Entity of I, “my” girlfriend and the plans we have in our house. We don’t have any animals yet, but 

they would have been included. The next SE (Sovereign Entity) is with the neighbors, the building, the street, 
whatever. You make up your own.

Remember the rules. Nobody can force their will to someone else. A majority does not overrule a minority. 
Only when everybody agrees a decision is taken and before that… the time isn’t ripe yet.

Statistics

An important tool for managing a country is statistics. In fact it’s a technique of numbers. This is the place to 

manipulate if you want to. How many unemployed people are there? That depends on the way you count 

them. A lot of unemployed people were put into welfare and are not included. How many people with work 
disability are there? That depends on the way you count them. A lot of disabled people are put into welfare 

and don’t count… How many people are there on the dole? Oh, we can get that info in a second!

The same goes for “the economy”. You know, our economic growth. Bush Jr (Dubya) had to deal with a falling 

economy. He pumped over 70 billion dollars into the war with Iraq. Nice boost. All of a sudden the economy 
is attractive again. There you go!

When you listen to Business Radio, you hear all the numbers in percentages. The percent. All measures in 
nature have a unit, the way the liter and liquids go together. A percent doesn’t have that. The measure of a 

percent stands alone. A percent has no meaning by definition. A good reason not to use it. A unit of measure 

without content is the best guarantee for an empty… yes, content! 
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Subsidies, grants

Subsidies are one of the ways the State uses to shift money. Especially in situations where the market 

mechanism isn’t foolproof, subsidies and grants are used. Education about nature and environment for 

example. You can’t make any money from these, but you do need it. Time to open the grant-valves.

This system will be changed by the common decision to do a determined task. Awareness and consciousness 

take over the task subsidies are supposed to do now. The inner mechanisms of Rainbow Trading do the rest. 

When people get the opportunity to give meaning to their lives, most of the time they will. The others need 

help, not grants.

Technology

Profit and wars are the acknowledged causes for new technological developments. The most important 

reason, the researcher’s creativity is swept under the carpet. The last few years there have been quite a few 

ideas that were back shelved. Revolutionary technology is locked away in order not to disturb the balances of 

power. Here there is a short list of technological developments with big possibilities but are little known. 

What they have in common is that the present market tries to block them because no money can be made 
from them.

EM

The circle is the central element in colour economy. Closing that circle is often done through composting. 

Micro organisms that change the structure of the substance on a molecular level are essential in this process. 

Using the Japanese “wonder tool” EM (Effective Micro organisms). EM is a mix of naturally occurring 

organisms that optimize biological processes. Composting can be done in two months instead of the usual six. 

EM is also a useful supplement for plants, animals and human beings. Al the organisms that EM contains, are 

found in the digestive tract. But there you also have nasty (aerobic) organisms, and usually we have too many 
of those already. By taking EM, you restore the balance between aerobic and anaerobic organisms. E; 

technology is only suitable for agriculture without poison or fertilizer, so that fits like a glove. More 
information on www.eminfo.nl

Joe-Cell 

Another development is generating energy using processes our physics can’t explain yet. The first patent 

was handed out in 1867 and was described as an accumulator for living, not electrical energy/power4. One 
of these machines is the Joe-cell, developed by “Joe X”. The energy is taken out of the atmosphere, nobody 

knows how. The engine is filled with water to speed up the process. The Dutch Zero point energy group is  
researching the Joe Cell and can supply kits to build one. More info on their site www.nulpuntenenergie.net

4 The first patent is from January 1867, number 60.986 given to the Frenchman Martin Ziegler.
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Allowances, well fare

Welfare is needed for anyone who hasn’t an own income or whose own income is not sufficient to live on. It is 

given by the State, a party that is used to shifting money from one side to another.

In Rainbow Trading it’s different. It depends on what you decide in your Sovereign Entity, your village. You 

could opt for a base income, the amount of which is easily calculated on the expected income (harvest) 

divided by the number of inhabitants. You could opt for the “every man for himself” system and supplement 

any shortages. Which groups are we talking about?

There are children, the elderly, sick people, the unemployed (?). Then there are homeless people, illegal 

aliens, orphans, psychiatric patients, you name it. We are used to “box” people, but they’re all people. When 

they need an allowance, or more in general, help this is because they can’t look after themselves. In that sense 
everyone is equal, nobody can live without their neighbor.

It’s a bit patronizing to say; you’re older/younger than * and so * you need this and that. No, Every person is 
unique and who can’t hack it, needs a helping hand. Not based on statistics or other external numbers. In 

addition: because of ageing population we can’t afford so many elderly people just “hanging on”.

Traffic and Transport

You will have notices we live in a world where the car plays an important role. When you, like me, don’t drive 

a car you probably still depend on it. I still do my shopping at the supermarket and the greengrocers. What 

will happen if their lorries stop driving? What will happen when you have to pay the real value of petrol?

I calculated how much energy petrol contains and then I compared it with the amount of work I do in a day. 

It’s a tragedy, but because a car is so heavy and drives so fast, you often use more energy in 10 or 20 
kilometers than you can recover in a day. Or, you might as well not go to your place of work, you earn more. 

Even more advantageous is moving or looking for another job.

I am not going to speculate about future prices of petrol, not about the Euro price, nor in RGB, the Rainbow 

trading Currency. I just state that there is about 30 times more energy in a kilo of petrol than there is in a kilo 
of cauliflower. Whether that means petrol will be 30 times as expensive as cauliflower, who knows? The fact 

remains that it’s cheaper to get a bicycle. 30 kilos of cauliflower give me enough energy to pedal for about two 

weeks. And that gets me to France. That one kilo of petrol won’t even get me to Antwerp!

Permits

If you ever have tried to set up your own business, you know how hard it is to get the necessary permits. 

There are soooo many rules you have to comply with. You have to be in the right category. When you’re an 

outsider, it soon gets difficult, not to say impossible. Small entrepreneurs are countered on a grand scale 

because of permits. The Big Boys don’t seem to have any problems with all those permits. Especially 

environmental permits seem to be handed out like candy. And once the permits are obtained, there is no 
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more control. There can’t be any more control, because the services in charge of controlling are way too small. 

Overtaxed and understaffed, They themselves are bound hand and feet by too many rules. The centralistic 
government organizations are only able to go after the little guy, to make him close down his business. They 

won’t tackle the big companies, besides giving them a ridiculously small fine.

In Rainbow Trading we turn, you’ve guessed it, the whole thing upside down. There is no central government 

that decides who can and who can’t. You can do anything, but you are and remain responsible. And 
everything is seen by everyone. You can no longer dump some gas, at night when there is a strong wind 

blowing. This “missing gas” immediately shows up in the books.

Emission and control of permits are decentralized. The ones who decide whether company X can continue 

their activities in the economic cycle are the suppliers and the others in that cycle. There are millions of eyes 

and ears and they can all take a look at how business is run. No central government that doesn’t seem up to 

this task anyway, but a transparent, public network of people who work together. Together they grant you 

your permit! One case of “Brent Spar” and you’re out of business!

Pollution

Pollution is a subject that was on the original agenda to be tackled by the fore runners of Rainbow Trading. 

The essence of pollution is that you can afford to throw away stuff. Unnoticed, unseen and, in the least, 

unpunished.

Standard example is someone who drives a car. You buy a tank full of petrol, 50liters for instance. You pay. 65 

Euro. After two weeks your tank runs dry. The fuel was burned and blown into the atmosphere via the 

exhaust pipe. To burn petrol you sent in oxygen via the air intake. That oxygen is now linked to carbon from 

the petrol. This we call CO2. Then there is whole range of other poisonous gases that were released. We also 

released water vapor, the all too visible smoke.

Now there is well over 50 kilos of CO2 in the atmosphere and this still belongs to the driver of the car. Did he 

sell it? No. Did someone say they would take care of it? No. Morally speaking the CO2 that was released is still 
the responsibility of the person who bought the petrol in the first place. Only now drivers and car owners 

think it normal to just dump their co2 in the air. And anyway, in a Euro economy nobody charges you for it. 
Gone is gone, and nobody is responsible. And anyhow, everybody does it, don’t they?

Rainbow Trading doesn’t work this way. You buy 50 liters of petrol for about R 14 G1 B0 (per 100 gram). A 
total of R700 G500 B0. And now you drive. Gone is gone. The beauty of it is that you can recover the amount 

of Red through labor, but those Green 500 are gone forever. This will show up on the end balance. You 

remain responsible, even though you thing the CO2 has disappeared.

Care

Children, elderly people and the sick need carers. In the old days the family took care of the day-to-day care. 

Everybody lived on a farm where there was enough space for everybody.

Nowadays we live in towns, in houses stuffed with things. The house I am living in offers room to some more 
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people, if they are willing to sleep on the floor, but there is no more room for their “stuff”. Benches, couches, 

book cases, desks and computer take up all the space. We also have our own cheese cutter, just like the 
neighbors. Nice, all that stuff just for one person…

The down side is that, because my girlfriend and I live together, grandpa and grandma live elsewhere. Every 
generation in a separate “box”, like Native Americans call the White man’s houses. And yes, when granny 

needs help and grandpa can’t do it, Homecare is called.

And their work is valuable, priceless, mostly done by women. But the baby boom of the 1947 generation is 

coming towards this Homecare like a Tsunami… in about 10 or 15 years. Reports predict that we’ll have, 
depending on the region, between 20 and 25% of the generation in their twilight years. How many people are 

needed to care for them?

A lot of people put aside a nest egg or built up a pension. For all the others homecare will be too expensive. 

People will, more or less by necessity, take their parents in their homes. And look after them themselves.

In the Euro-economy manual labor is relatively expensive and so it’s not profitable to get this kind of care. 

Rainbow Trading is a lot more “economical” here because manual labor as a whole is a lot more economical. 

Bernard Lietaer tells us there is a Japanese complementary money system that is so successful that people 

prefer to be taken care of by someone paid for from within the system than someone paid for by the insurance 

company. The more personal approach and rapport are said to be the deciding factors.

Free Market

The most important dogma of the market-fundamentalists is calling the market a free market. There is no 

“obligation” in your choice of clients or suppliers, nor are there fixed prices so the market is “free”.

The market in itself is rather free, that is correct, but the door to this market is secured with barbed wire and 

heavily guarded. Every entrepreneur has to comply with an encyclopedia of rules; all ordained by institutions 

whose names have been abbreviated to three or four letter acronyms. And when you’re business is food, then 

it really gets complicated. When you have a croissantery, make sure the space in front of the oven doesn’t 

exceed 19 degrees centigrade. That will cost you a fortune in air-conditioning. Only affordable for big chains 
that can’t wait to take over your business after you were forced into closure. The mill in Maassluis turns, but 

doesn’t mill, the stones didn’t pass the last test. They still work fine, but the miller is fed up. I’d better stop 
complaining because you could fill a book with the phenomenon of over-regulation.

Consider this dogma: 

The Free market system is the best. When you free something, it works 

automatically in the best possible way.

The beauty of the notion “Free Market” is that you can let go of the “Mother of all markets”. The introduction 
of an alternative money system is nothing more than a competitor to the Capitalist system. A taste of its own 

medicine.
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The Free Market is only really Free when other market systems are welcome 

on the “Mother of all markets”, so that suppliers, traders, manufacturers and 

consumers can choose for the best, the most suitable, alternative.

We will see whether providers of financial services, such as banks and insurers want to make use of this 

available space. When banks and insurers don’t jump to this opportunity, Rainbow Traders will fill the gaps 

with their own services.

And it’s the same for other professions, services and products. It’s up to the individual to choose for the most 

suitable system. I don’t mean to force Rainbow Trading as only and best system. Let’s use it as a 

complimentary system for the Euro system for now.

When a government prohibits Rainbow Trading, it limits “Free Market” to the Capitalist system, and acts 

against her own principles.

Woman

For the last 2000 years, probably a lot longer, women have been dominated by men. Women couldn’t be 

priests, couldn’t vote. Women were only “women” and not always counted as human beings. John Lennon 

once wrote: “Woman is the nigger of the world”.

 When I wrote this book politics is still a male dominated game. The few women we see in politics carry the 

same hard balls as men do. No caring, loving, unifying and sharing in politics.

The “female, caring way has “snowed under”. This snow will melt. We will see that it was only our window 

that was covered in snow. Once you’ve found the coloured window, you will see the value of the caring 

“female” aspects of life.

In real life this means that we won’t wait for men to say yes to Rainbow Trading. We will help women with 

Rainbow Trading. This is THEIR thing!

Water

Water is essential for our life form. - Fresh water. We use an awful lot of it every day. You could say we use 

too much. But that’s not the point here. The point is, What do we do with it after use? And that’s where it all 

goes wrong.

All too often water, after it’s been used only once, is dumped and disposed of. In principle it goes to the sea 

via canals. Exit water. Not dramatic for river water, because that was going towards the sea anyway. But it is 

dramatic for water we pumped up form the bottom, precious water reserves that took thousands of years to 

be built up by nature.
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Of course we think “recycle” also here, as in every part of Rainbow Trading: recycle recycle recycle. And then 
we try to keep the cycle as short as possible. For water this means re-use, re-use re-use. The smaller the scale, 

the better it is.

Water catching becomes very attractive in Rainbow Trading. Grey water circuits are very economical and earn 
back their costs sooner than in a Black and White economy. This is obviously because prices are set up 

differently. Recycling is the essential criterion.

The water company pumps up our water from subterranean reserves. Long ago this water seeped ii. You can’t 
pump up more water from below the earth than is stored in the first place. When you pump up more than is 

added y seepage, the balance gets disturbed. That water no longer is Green but Blue. Depending on the Blue 
stream this is a very disadvantageous situation, because this blue supply can run out any time. Or, The Blue 

supply should be stopped as soon as possible.

The other supplies, via rivers and rain water, are Green. Income. Nice! Now the trick is to keep this water 
Green as long as possible. Recycle, recycle, and recycle. Dumping is possible, but whereto? When the water 

stays in your own cycle, no problem. But when you take it elsewhere, it turned Blue.

Everybody knows bottled sparkling water. Mineral water. Very often it’s pumped up at far away sources and 
put into boxes or bottles, then transported by lorries to the corner shop. 500 kilometers is a normal travel 

distance for a bottle of water.

What do you think? Is this water still in its original cycle? I don’t think so. It nothing went wrong at the 
pumping up, then surely the transport messed things up royally.

An important or rather THE most important water guzzler is agriculture. How else can a cucumber stay juicy 

if not with water? Often a lot of water is lost by the indiscriminate spraying of water on land that doesn’t seem 
to have a saturation point. A little shower does more good to crops than a water cannon spouting water all 

day long.

When you interrupt the water cycle by irrigating the land by spraying, keep in mind that breaking this cycle 
also has consequences for the surroundings. The vaporized water has to go somewhere. It rises through heat. 

And rising air doesn’t permit rain to fall. The best way to chase away the rain is to make it rain artificially. 
Method and effect together are a quick way to get rid of all our fresh water reserves! One day Lake Aral was 

the biggest lake in the world. Now it’s a barren desert, surrounded by barren cotton plantations... If the 

government of the Soviet Union had learned their lesson sooner, there would still be a lake and there would 

still be cotton growers!
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Unemployment

What do you need Profit for? Is a normal, stable income not enough?

When I read the stock market pages in the newspaper, profit in itself isn’t enough either. The game is about 
profit growth. Every year your profit has to go up by say 10%, otherwise you should choose another 

investment.

Profit is the motif of people who only care about the result, get the result, harvest so to speak, and leave the 
next guy with the mess. I see profit as an extra, a bonus, a piece of “imbalance”. Soon enough this profit will 

be compensated by a loss. Am I in balance on a longer term?

Short term “profit hunting” is mainly caused because there is such a thing as interest. This is rather 
complicated, but most companies don’t care if long term investments don’t yield any results. Governments 

don’t plan long term either. Otherwise they would have dealt with pollution a long time ago. (Barry, er zijn 

Japanse bedrijven die een 200-jarig business plan opzetten… Mischien de moeite om dat even na te checken 

en mee te nemen???)

The main goal is to get profit now. When something will give you 1 000 000 in profit in 2099, it isn’t 

interesting. Because of interest the cash value of “money” that I deposit now in the bank to get that money 

later is practically nil. You only have to put Euro 4430 in a bank account (2006 6% interest) to have 1000 

000 in 2099. Nobody cares about that.

It’s essential that profit is about money. Logical? Nee, because I myself care more about living in a healthy 

house, good food and a comfortable life. You can’t eat profit.

Profit

What do you need Profit for? Is a normal, stable income not enough?

When I read the stock market pages in the newspaper, profit in itself isn’t enough either. The game is about 

profit growth. Every year your profit has to go up by say 10%, otherwise you should choose another 

investment.

Profit is the motif of people who only care about the result, get the result, harvest so to speak, and leave the 

next guy with the mess. I see profit as an extra, a bonus, a piece of “imbalance”. Soon enough this profit will 

be compensated by a loss. Am I in balance on a longer term?

Short term “profit hunting” is mainly caused because there is such a thing as interest. This is rather 

complicated, but most companies don’t care if long term investments don’t yield any results. Governments 

90



don’t plan long term either. Otherwise they would have dealt with pollution a long time ago. 

The main goal is to get profit now. When something will give you 1 000 000 in profit in 2099, it isn’t 
interesting. Because of interest the cash value of “money” that I deposit now in the bank to get that money 

later is practically nil. You only have to put Euro 4430 in a bank account (2006 6% interest) to have 1000 
000 in 2099. Nobody cares about that.

It’s essential that profit is about money. Logical? Nee, because I myself care more about living in a healthy 
house, good food and a comfortable life. You can’t eat profit.

Without money

More and more people are beginning to realize that Rainbow Trading isn’t the last step in idealism, They are 

looking for a world without money. Saves a lot of hassle. Being conscious and behaving consciously is what 
matters, whether and how you register this is a lot less important, if you know what you are doing at least.

And there is the knot. The whole world at this moment (2006) is out of balance. More and more material is 
destroyed or burned, not recycle-able. Water supplies are under pressure, an oil crisis is dooming in the 

distance. More and more people have to rely on the food bank, or, in Black and White, mankind and planet 

are doing worse and worse.

So we have to make sure we recycle everything, limit the use of energy, learn how to co-operate, share more, 

laugh together instead of being afraid of each other…

Once we’ve learned all this and we are in balance, and that could take a couple of centuries, we can put the 

RGB currency in a museum, next to the Pound, the dollar and the Euro.

FAQ

Is this a joke?

That’s up to you to determine.  Rainbow Trading demands the simultaneous use of both left and right hand 

side of the brain. If you can only associate this with a joke, this says more about you than about Rainbow 

Trading.

Is this a new kind of Communism?

 No. The section on Communism explains this in detail. See A-Z.
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 How can I join?

I am the author of this book, not the judge of who can join in what way. If you want to join, begin with 

yourself. If all goes well there will be a website after this book, and there you can arrange your accounting and 
bank balance. A bit like a cross-over between a marketplace and internetbanking, in three colours!

Is one allowed to emit one’s own money?

The Dutch State dit not block the Raam of the Maharishi in Limburg. So, yes, you can emit your own money. 

More important Rainbow Trading is not money! Money doesn’t mean anythinhg and Rainboe Trading does.

There is no “transfer of ownership”, only “transfer od responsibility. The rainbows are only there to register 
this responsibility. There is no “aim for profit” or interest. There is no money. The State has nothing to do 

with it.

By the way, the example of the Mahirishi is just that, an example. It is not within our goals to set up a 
commune, sekt or ohterwise closed group.

Is one allowed to set up one’s own community?

VN-resolution 1514.2 says that anybody has the right to develop socially, cultural and economically.

What are the advantages for me?

It’s important for you to reach balance, equilibrium. Whether you reach this by getting extra advantages or by 

cleaning up a number of disadvantages in your own day-to-day life, is up to you. It’s up to the individual to 

find their own reasons to join Rainbow Trading.

What has all this to do with God?

That is for you to decide. 

How can I still get product X?

There are three possibilities. You could buy it for Euros on the Black and white market, no changes there. But 

thanks to Rainbow Trading repairing things has gotten a lot cheaper. Why not trying to get a broken 
appliance that you can use for spare parts? There is also the possibility to “liberate” technology. We need a lot 

of tools for e.g. butter, cheese, textile and rope that we can get from museums. Modern technology is often 
patented or uses industrial processes. Industrial machinery could be part of a Rainbow inventory but will be 

one of the last things you really need.

How can I get service Y?

Services are lot easier to be had than products. In essence they are Man-hours. However, we depend on 
external conmpanies for services as telephone, railroads, electronics, internet, gas and water.

Maybe we should take a good look at this infrastructure to re-invent it in a better, free-er way. Not a railroad 

but a horse tram for example. A local network in your neighborhood with a connection to a commercial 
provider. Your own electricity using solar panels and windmills. DYI is be far the best solution here.

92



Literature

Willem Hoogendijk, Economie Ondersteboven. Utrecht, Jan van Arkel, 1993.

Vereniging voor Ecologische Leef- en Teeltwijze (VELT), Handboek Ecologisch Tuinieren, 
Berchem (België) VELT, 9e druk, 2002.

Bernard Lietaer, Het geld van de Toekomst, Amsterdam, de Boekerij, 2001.

D.H.Meadows, D.L.Meadows & J. Randers, Beyond the limits. Global collapse or sustainable  
future, London, Earth Scan Publ. Ltd, 1992.

Peter Toonen, 2012, Het einde van de gestolen tijd. Het verhaal van de Maya´s, de bewaarders 
van de universele tijd, Andromeda, 2005

93



Index

4 117
Afval 85
Auto 9, 88, 94
Belasting 7, 9, 85, 87, 95
Blauw 85-87
Blauwberg 85, 87
Brandstof 4, 9, 93
Cyclus 85, 93
Cyclus

Cyclus 85, 88
Duurzaam 88
Duurzame ontwikkeling83
Energie 3-6, 9, 83, 85, 86, 88
Groei 3, 6, 7
Groen 86
Illusie 9
Inflatie 4
Kleding 6, 10, 93
Kleinschalig 93
Kringloop

Cycli 7, 85, 88, 93
Oil 4, 88
Part 2. Rainbow Trading 52
Productie 85, 86
Rainbow Trading 55, 77, 83, 86-89, 93
Regels 5
Rood 86
Smurf 87
Verkeer10
Voeding 4
Voedsel6

94


